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Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities.  Here we are Lord! 

Welcome Pastor Beverly Struckmann 

The Interim Search Committee is pleased to announce Pastor Beverly 
Struckmann as our Interim Pastor.  Pastor Bev and her family recently 
moved to Missouri from eastern South Dakota, where she served as a   
pastor of both Lutheran and UCC congregations.  She is originally from 
Michigan, and if you ask, she will happily point out her favorite Michigan 
spots using her hand as a map.  Bev’s husband, Caleb is native to this part 
of Missouri, and so they have now decided to make their home in this area. 
 
An interesting note is that Pastor Bev was married in the Peace church 
that resides at Daniel Boone Home National Historic Site.  This is the old 
Friedens Peace church. 
 
Pastor Bev is ordained in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and 
believes first and foremost in the saving grace and love of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  She also 
deeply values ecumenism and has a love and respect for our neighbors of other faith backgrounds.  She 
has found deep meaningful worship experiences from practicing her faith with people and spiritual 
leaders from many different Christian denominations, and she draws upon these experiences as she   
facilitates spiritual practice and leads worship. 
 
She graduated from New Mexico Community College, the University of New Mexico and the Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago.  She is a former Chief Petty Officer in the U.S. Coast Guard, in which she 
served on both active duty and reserve from 2009-2020.  She has also completed a clinical chaplaincy 
internship at Rockford Memorial Hospital in Rockford, IL.   
 
Some of her hobbies include travelling, swimming, experimenting with cooking and gardening (by her 
own admissions, sometimes with disastrous but often humorous results), and generally enjoys the great 
outdoors. 
 

May your days be many and your troubles be few. 
May all God’s blessings descend upon you. 

May peace be within you, may your heart be strong. 
May you find what you’re seeking wherever you roam. 

May the strength of God pilot us,  
may the wisdom of God instruct us. 

May the hand of God protect us,  
may the word of God direct us. 

May thy Salvation, O Lord,  
be always ours this day and for evermore. 

Amen. 
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Outreach Committee 

Outreach had a successful winter season.  Friedens Peace provided Christmas dinners for four families at 
Daniel Boone Elementary, collected $83.25 for the Christmas Fund Officering, $188.25 for Every Child’s 
Hope Offering and collected over 200 cans of soup during our “Souper” Bowl Drive Thru event.  Thanks 
to everyone that helped make these a success! 
 
Outreach has a lot going on this spring.  Would you like to help?  We need volunteers to help make it 
happen!  Contact Julie Loika (636.399.5742 or JLL8084@outlook.com) if you’d like to volunteer. 
 
• One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering “Let Love Flow” will be collected beginning March 7 

through March 22.  The focus of this offering will be the UCC Mozambique Water Well Project.   
March 22 is United Nations International Observance of World Water Day.  You will be receiving    
information about this project with your weekly Eblast.  We will be adding a link to our website, if 
you would like to make an electronic donation, or you can send your check to church, with a notation 
OGHS. 

 
• For lent, we are hosting a “Lenten Food Pantry Collection”.  We will contact the local food pantry staff 

to find out what their needs are at this time and publish said needs, via the weekly Eblast.  You will 
find a box, in the church basement, for your donations.  We will collect during the entire Lenten sea-
son, ending our collection on Easter Sunday. 

 
• March 14th Heritage Cluster will be delivering sausage dinners to homebound.  They are in need of 

drivers to meet at Femme Osage at 2:00 p.m., pick up meals and deliver.  If you are interested contact 
Max & Wanda Bade at 314.630.9957 or maxbade052@gmail.com.  Sign-up deadline is March 6th. 

 
• March 28th from noon until 1:00 p.m. we will be hosting our Spring Abraham and Sarah Feast and 

Festivities with a drive thru event.  We will be offering our local seniors a carry-out meal and goodie 
bags.  Here is where you come in, we need: 

• Donations of Easter candy for the goodie bags (will also be used for the New Melle Chamber of 
Commerce Easter Egg Hunt).  Donations needed by March 21st.   

• Help making carry-out meal 
• Help making goodie bags 
• Help with drive-thru 

 
• Homeless Warming Center/Emergency Weather Response team for St. Charles, Lincoln and Warren 

Counties had to use cash funds to house homeless in hotel rooms during the recent cold snap.  They 
were not able to house in churches, as normal, due to COVID-19.  The estimated cost for this year was 
$12,000-$16,000.  If you would like to make a donation to help with this cause, you can do so by 
sending a check to the church, marked “EWR”.  Donations will be accepted through March 15th.   

 
As you can tell, a lot is happening at Friedens Peace.  If you can help by making a donation, working the 
event, or praying for the events, we would greatly appreciate it.   
 

mailto:JLL8084@outlook.com
mailto:maxbade052@gmail.com
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Greetings from the  
Open & Affirming Task Force 
 
It has been a while since you have heard from me 
but that doesn’t mean that I haven’t been thinking 
about this project! 
 
I’ve been hearing from several people that our 
name is a bit confusing as well as what we are all 
about.  With that in mind, I thought I should do 
some clarifying.  If it is easier for you to remember, 
think of Open & Affirming as Diversity and Inclu-
sion.  In the simplest terms we are wanting to do 
two things: 
 
• The first is to offer a safe worship environment 

for anyone and everyone. 
• The second is to let others know that no one is 

less than anyone. 
 
Some try to make this more complicated than 
those two concepts, but when it truly comes down 
to it, those two things are the basics.   
 
I believe that we are already doing these two 
things in what I see on a daily basis at our church 
so why do I think we need to declare ourselves as 
an Open & Affirming Church?  There are several 
reasons.  I don’t know if you know this but, our 
church’s constitution says these very things, it just 
uses different words.  This would be an affirmation 
of what and who we say we are.  Also, we know we 
treat each other in loving, welcoming and accept-
ing ways, however, someone looking for a church 
would have no way of knowing that this was the 
case.  In addition, think of the joy we can feel 
knowing that we truly state and own who we are in 

the community.  Some may think they know us, but 
this would give us a way to actually state in our 
own words who Friedens Peace is.  I believe this 
would give us a sense of rejuvenation, new life, 
pride and ownership of who we are.   
 
With all of these thoughts in mind, we need direc-
tion from the members.  We want to know if this is 
a goal that the congregation wants to pursue or 
not.  We put the process on hold during the pan-
demic, now we feel like it is time to decide our di-
rection.  To accomplish this, we have asked the 
Council to put this on the agenda of our next con-
gregational meeting.  After discussion, our hope is 
that we can take a vote if we should continue this 
process.  This vote is not the vote to determine 
whether to become an Open & Affirming Church. 
 
Your input is of the utmost importance as every 
member’s vote counts as a part of the church.  
Please take the time to attend this meeting, we 
want to know where and who this church wants to 
be in the future.   
 
Thank you so much for being you and for being a 
part of this congregation.  It is each one of you that 
has made me feel welcome here.  It is your warmth 
and acceptance that has made this project so im-
portant to me.  It is also why I continue to strive to 
let others know about this project.  As always, if 
you are interested in joining this task force, we are 
always looking for more volunteers.  Just let me 
know that you are interested! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Helen Proctor-Tu  
 

The Worship Committee is meeting on March 2 to 
plan Holy Week.  If you have any ideas, you can 
join us at the meeting, or discuss your ideas with 
someone on the Worship Committee.   
 
We will share our Holy Week plans via the weekly 
Eblast, our website (friedens-peaceucc.org) and 
our Facebook. 

If you follow our Facebook page you may have no-
ticed a daily Lent devotional.  They come from the 
2021 UCC Lent Devotional “Promises, Promises”.   
 
Let us know what you think!  Trying new things, 
in this new time!   

Worship Committee 

friedens-peaceucc.org
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Do you volunteer? 

And he said to them,  
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” - Matthew 4:19 
 
You can easily divide this verse for the three key parts we find in the 
rest of the New Testament on what it means to be a disciple.   
 “follow” Jesus - (head) 
 “being change” by Jesus through the Holy Spirit (heart) 
 “fishers of men” being committed to the mission of Christ (hands) 
 
Being a disciple is following Jesus, being changed by Jesus and committed to the mission of Jesus.  The 
disciples were committed to their mission in following Jesus.  Being “fishers of men” wasn’t some gran-
diose commission reserved for Bible speak, it was a call to serve.  This service came in the form of dis-
tributing food to the thousands, casting out demons in Jesus’ name or simply getting the boat ready to 
sail.  The 12 disciples were “volunteers” for Jesus.  In the same way, we, as volunteers, are disciples of 
Jesus.   
 
What do you do as a disciple of Jesus?  Would you be interested in serving the church as a volunteer?  
What are your skills?  Where would you like to volunteer?  How much time do you have to volunteer?   
 
Here are a few ideas: 
 The worship committee is looking for someone to serve on this committee.  They meet on the first 

Tuesday of every even month.  Meetings are on Zoom, and will continue this way in the future.  They 
work with the pastor to organize the types of worship help throughout the year. 

 The Christian Education committee needs a Christian Education Director and Sunday School Super-
intendent.  The responsibilities are to generally oversee the Christian education program by promot-
ing the work of the religious education for the members. 

 Lawn maintenance has been done by Dewey Clover for many years.  He has retired from this respon-
sibility.  Do you have time to come up to church, with your lawn mower and cut the grass? 

 Sunday Service Volunteers for liturgy, greeting, and A/V are needed.  Since we are virtual right now, 
we are only looking for liturgist.  Jill will send you the liturgy, so that you have time to ready over it 
in advance, then set up a time to record your part, which can be in the evening if that works better 
for you.  It takes about 10-15 minutes to do it.  If you make a mistake when recording, you can start 
over, and no one will know, because Jill cuts that part out! 

 Children’s Time for Sunday worship.  Do you like reading a story out loud or telling a story out loud?  
You can record a message for the Sunday message. 

 Our cleaning person has resigned, which leaves us with a need for the members to help with the 
cleaning.  Right now, Jill is taking the trash out and keep the women’s bathroom upstairs clean.   

 
Being a disciple comes in many forms, styles, qualities, and talents.  What is yours?  How do you want to 
display yours? 
 
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” - Matthew 4:19 
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Loving God, we pray that you will comfort those who are sick, depressed, lonely 

and isolated.  We ask you to lend skill to the hands of the healers.  Give all the 

confidence in the power of your grace, that even when they are afraid, they may 

put their whole trust in you; through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

God in your grace, hear our prayers! 

2 Special Worship Committee Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

16 Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. 

   

March Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace 

8 Elise DeFord 

11 Kim Robertson 

18 Richele Thwing 

19 Jake Speckert 

22 Karen Eck 

24 Katie Thwing 

28 Hudson Peyton 

28 Steve Watson 

29 Ryan Speckert 

30 Patrice Billings 

31 Kent Robertson 

5 Ron and Kim Chandler 

https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar


Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

Phone:  636-828-5980 

3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO  63365 

Email:  friedenspeace@gmail.com 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Friedens-
Peace-United-Church-of-Christ-122879711068097/ 

                www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc 
  www.twitter.com/UccPeace  

 

 

 

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement   

The mission of Friedens Peace United Church 

of Christ is to help families grow together in 

Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through 

the study of the Gospel and fellowship that 

demonstrates the way of Christ locally and 

worldwide. 
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

3560 Mill Street/PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO 63365 

 

We’re on the Web 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

«Salutaion» «FirstName» «LastName» 

«Address» 

«City», «State»  «ZipCode» 

Issue:  February 2021 

mailto:friedenspeace@gmail.com
http://www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc
http://www.twitter.com/UccPeace

