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It was great to celebrate Easter with so many people in the pews.
Yes, that is Alice Benne in her spot!
It’s been over a year since she has filled that spot!
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Dear Companions in the Christian Pilgrimage,
Grace and peace to you in Jesus’ name.
This month, after having just heard the verdict in one of our country’s most important racial justice
trials of the21st century, I would like to focus my pastoral letter on that theme. The following statement is written on April 20th, by the office of the United Church of Christ:

"We share a collective breath of relief in the moments following the announced guilty
verdict on all three counts against the now convicted murderer who recklessly ended the
life of George Floyd.
There is no joy in this, instead a deep and profound sense of relief in knowing that a white
police officer who killed a Black citizen with neither regard for the law nor his responsibility to uphold it will be held accountable....We call the church to engage in the hard and
necessary work of reforming a police force still marred with the vestiges of white power,
white privilege, and white supremacy and whose membership ranks reveal a growing
number of actual white supremacists among them. Theirs is a noble profession, but we
must all do the work of ensuring that those who wear the uniform do so without bias and
prejudice, free from the evils of a racial bias that has ruined or taken the lives of too many
black and brown people. Let us continue to engage in the struggle for justice and peace.
Let us commit to our individual and collective acts of love for all. And let us rejoice in the
power of a God who offers resurrection hope in the midst of all of our struggles with
death, with evil, and with injustice."
If you would like to read the full letter, it is available on ucc.org.
As your pastor, I want to publicly affirm that I am committed to standing in solidarity with my black
neighbors in their struggles. I will never know what it is like to be a person of color. But as an adopted child of God, created in God’s image and saved by grace alone - which is my point of relationship
with ALL people - I do have a sense of what it is like to live in fear and stress on a daily basis, and I do
have a sense of what it feels like to be treated unfairly. Again, this is not the same as experiencing
systemic racism or feeling like the unfairness I experience might result in my death as I walk down
the street. But I name some of the feelings I relate to, as I stand in solidarity with my black neighbors, in an effort to be able to access the deepest love and compassion that I posses within myself. I
can appreciate the amount of courage it must take, as people who might feel systemically and historically neglected by the most powerful in our country, to peacefully stand in protest and exhibit power
as a group. This is dangerous, but it is also the right thing to do; and therefore, Christians are called
to support it through prayer, action, and the use of our resources. As Jesus taught us on so many occasions, the vulnerable need friends and support more than anyone.
Our racial struggles as a nation are far from over. We are still very much in the thick of it. But as this
is the case, we still have before us great opportunity to make a difference for good, holding the love
of Christ in our hearts. We might not personally feel like we are in the fight of our lives, but we must
recognize that others around us absolutely are feeling that way. It is right and good that we (cont.)
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should stand with them in solidarity and accompany them through it, offering whatever support
and love that we can.
I look forward to where God leads us, together as Friedens Peace United Church of Christ, in this important work. Praise God for the Holy Spirits among us and within us! Let us remain attentive to the
ever-speaking voice of God.
The peace and love of Christ be with you all,
Pastor Bev

Outreach Committee
Thank you for supporting the Spring Outreach Activities!
Special Offering for Emergency Weather Response Team – Homeless Shelters - We
will be donating $225.00 to the St. Charles, Lincoln & Warren County Emergency Weather Response
team. This money will help them prepare for the upcoming winter season. The Winter of 2020-2021
depleted most of their funds, since the homeless had to housed in area hotels due to COVID. Your generosity will give them a start in preparations for the end of the year.
We collected $25.00 for One Great Hour of Sharing, and collected food for our Lenten Donations for the
New Melle Food Pantry.

On Pentecost Sunday we will be collecting the Strengthen the Church Special Offering (STC). The STC
Offering reflects the shared commitment of people across the United Church of Christ to cooperatively
build up the UCC. The funds raised support leadership development, new churches, youth ministry, and
innovation in existing congregations. By your generosity to this offering, you build up the Body of
Christ. As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant new
churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth and young
adults.
Save The Date: Abraham & Sarah Feast & Festivities next event will be Sunday, July 18th from Noon1:30. Featuring an Ice Cream Truck and outdoor fun. If you’d like to help with planning, or volunteer to
help that day, please contact Julie Loika at 636-399-5742.

Note from the Reopening Task Force:
In following the guidelines set forth by the CDC, all who are fully vaccinated are NOT required to
wear a mask while worshiping outdoors.
However, please remember, Pastor Bev’s health is important and we must practice social distancing and mask wearing when we are with her. She is not vaccinated due to her pregnancy.
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GriefShare Support Group
Starts May 4
Are you grieving the loss of a loved one? Do you
know someone who is?

By participating in the DE-FEET HUNGER Virtual
5K you will be partnering with Sts. Joachim and
Ann Care Service to provide food and other essential basics to the families in crisis.

Each year the Care Service assists nearly 2,000
households in St. Charles, Lincoln, and Warren
GriefShare is a 13-week group designed to offer
healing, hope, and support on your journey of grief. Counties and provides over 6,800 distributions
through our Food Pantry Program. The economic
First St. Charles United Methodist Church is hosting GriefShare on Tuesday evenings, May 4-July 27, impact of the current pandemic has resulted in
even greater number of people reaching out for
2021, 6:30-8:00 pm.
help. Proceeds from registrations and donations to
DE-FEET HUNGER Virtual 5K will help meet these
The group will meet in-person, following First St.
Charles'current COVID protocols. First St. Charles needs.
is located at 801 First Capitol Drive, in downtown
St. Charles. The cost is $10 for materials. To regis- P.S. You can support the De-Feet Hunger Virtual 5K
ter or for more information: www.GriefShare.org with a donation even if you choose not to participate.

De-feet Hunger
Saturday May 15
Join Sts. Joachim and Ann Care Service to De-Feet
Hunger!

Just visit the event page
https://runsignup.com/Race/MO/SaintCharles/
deFeetHungerVirtual5K

Art Viewing and Devotion
Saturday May 8

Don't miss your chance to get outside and enjoy
the great spring weather while helping care for the
Everyone is invited to join Pastor Bev at the St.
most vulnerable in our community.
Peters Cultural Arts Centre, One St. Peters Centre
Register now for the DE-FEET HUNGER Virtual 5K. Blvd. (at City Hall), Saturday May 8th from 10:00
Complete your 5K between May 15 – May 29, 2021. until 10:30. We will view a collection of flowerinspired art at our own pace. At 10:30, we will
Post and share photos on social media: tag us at
gather in the park next door for a short time of
@jacaresstchas, #defeethunger2021.
devotion and discussion related to the art. Brenda
Use your unique referral code to invite friends and Fraser is one featured artist in the exhibit, so come
family to join you. Receive a special swag item for out for a time of fellowship to start your weekend
five registered referrals. Register to participate in as we support one of our own. Please bring a chair
or blanket for sitting in the park, in case public
the weekly challenges for a chance to win a great
prize. Enter your results to see how you compare seating is not available.
to other racers.

Anyone who would like to, may also enjoy having
Get your swag! Adult/Child registrations receive a lunch together afterward, at individual discretion.
DE-FEET HUNGER Virtual 5K t-shirt. Registered
dog participants receive a commemorative dog tag.
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Fundraising/Fellowship Committee
We are very happy to announce we are hosting our
Annual Chicken Dinner. It will be held May 23
from 11:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. and will be DriveThru only.
We need your help! There will be basically two
shifts of 10 people for the dinner. Please click on
this link, it will show you all of the jobs and shifts
that are open. All you do is, click on your job and
time choice and fill in the blanks.
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0C4AA4AB2FA6FFCE9-chicken
Please note:
If there are not enough volunteers, Donna will
have to cancel the dinner. Please sign up no later
than May 8th. If you have any problems using this
link to signup, you can contact Jill at the church office and she will help you.

Fried Chicken Carryout Dinner
Sunday, May 23
11 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.

Dinner includes:
3 pieces of Chicken
Potatoes & Gravy
Green Beans
Apple Dump cake
Price: $10.50
Extra piece of chicken
WITH dinner only: $1.00
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May Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
18

Council Meeting

7:00 p.m.

23

Chicken Dinner

11:00 a.m.

Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

7

Todd and Nancy Overstreet

11

Dabney and Gwen Tolson

18

Scott and Julie Schwimley

7

Jacob Paige

11

Tim Thwing

12

Todd Joerling

27

Brandee Joerling

28

Tamira Benne

A message from Pastor Karen, through Pastor Bev:
My Dad, Jean Haberichter, passed peacefully Monday afternoon, April 19, at my home with family by his side including both grandchildren. We are working with Pittman Funeral Home in Wentzville and there will be an obituary on-line later today. A family service and burial will be held in Chicago at a future date.
Let us all keep the family of Pastor Karen in our prayers during this time of grief. We give thanks for Jesus' gift of
everlasting life and eternal hope. Pastor Bev

Gracious Lord, we take this time to thank you for our comfort that abounds
through Christ. There is nothing in the world that can bring us the comfort and
peace you alone can offer. Thank you that you understand our trials, and you care
for us. Through our own struggle and pain, help us to be your vessels to offer
comfort and strength to others who are hurting.
Again, thank you Lord that through every weakness and hard place, your strength
is displayed in our lives. We certainly can not do it on our own. But you can,
through us. Your power is Mighty within us, you are our Helper and our Strength.
All things are possible through you. Amen
God in your grace, hear our prayers!
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Note from Pastor Bev:
I would like to invite each of you to join me
in a spiritual practice of writing out one
verse of Scripture each day. It helps to have
a dedicated notebook or journal for this, but
you could certainly do whatever works best
for you. This practice provides a way of
spending just a few minutes each day intentionally meditating on God’s Word. We will
include a new set of verses every month.

Do you recognize this building?
The inscription above star above the door
reads "Evangelische Friedens Kirche." The
back of the photo states the photographer was
Reinhard Wobus, St. Charles, Mo., so they are
guessing the church is somewhere in the St.
Charles area. A review of the Friedens UCC,
St. Charles page, doesn't look like its their former church building. Could it be Friedens,
New Melle?
If you know, please contact the Pastor Bev or
the office.
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ
www.friedens-peaceucc.org
Phone: 636-828-5980
3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28
New Melle, MO 63365
Email: friedenspeace@gmail.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FriedensPeace-United-Church-of-Christ-122879711068097/
www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc
www.twitter.com/UccPeace

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement
The mission of Friedens Peace United Church
of Christ is to help families grow together in
Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through
the study of the Gospel and fellowship that
demonstrates the way of Christ locally and
worldwide.

Pastor: Rev. Beverly Struckmann
Cell: 605-520-6776
Email: friedenspastor@centurytel.net

Friedens Peace United Church of Christ
3560 Mill Street/PO Box 28
New Melle, MO 63365

«Salutaion» «FirstName» «LastName»
«Address»
«City», «State» «ZipCode»

We’re on the Web
www.friedens-peaceucc.org

