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PREPARING FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 

An important note from the editor: 

I’m really sorry this is the first Newsletter you are getting for 2022.  As many of you know 

my husband and I were struck with the COVID virus and the COVID numbers were raging 

in St. Charles County, so I was working from home, unable to produce a Newsletter.   

So, I’m calling this our Spring Newsletter and adding all the birthdays and anniversary 

from January, February and March.  It’s not too late to wish someone a belated birthday 

or anniversary! 

Confirmation Class 

On Sunday, February 6, the nine confirmands burned palms with Pastor Bev for us to use on Ash 

Wednesday.  Above is a few of the confirmands that helped make ashes.  The class consist of students 

from multiple churches which have been gathering at Friedens Peace in January and February.  Lily 

Paige and Caroline Robertson are members of this class.  Thanks to the Robertsons for the use of their 

portable fire pit! 

They are beginning to write their statements of faith as they prepare for confirmation on Pentecost 

Sunday, June 5 of this year.  Please add them to your prayer list as they walk this journey of faith. 
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"For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, 
Do not fear; I will help you,"        Isaiah 41:13 

 
Dearest Friends, 
 
As you are probably aware by now, I have submitted my resignation as Interim pastor to our 
church council.  This decision did not come easily, but it came after much prayer and discernment.  
I resigned for personal reasons.  I feel that God is leading me out of the realm of being a solo/head 
pastor and to focus more on the needs of my family and children while they are very young. 
 
I have enjoyed my time at Friedens Peace very much during this past year.  This is a special con-
gregation filled with love and care.  Yet, interim calls are for a short time; and as this time draws to 
a close, I hope we can all cherish the past year together and look forward to all that God has in 
store for the    future! 
 
Lately I am teaching my 2-year-old to hold my hand when we cross a street or parking lot.  In   
Isaiah 41, the prophet reminds us that God has promised to hold our hands.  This is much like a 
parent leading a child.  We can always make the choice to let go of God's hand, but God will never 
let go of ours.  The very best that God has for us comes when we embrace God's hold of our      
hand--God's leadership and love in uncertain times. 
 
I am committing myself afresh to allow God to lead me where God may, at this time of my life.         
I invite you to do the same.  Just like 2-year-olds who can do some things independently but still 
should not be crossing the street alone, let's acknowledge, afresh, our need for the guidance of 
God.  The Lord our God is caring and compassionate; God is our perfect guide.  God loves us more 
than we can ever imagine. 
 
Let us rest in that love and prayerfully follow the loving guidance of God.  May God bless our       
futures. 
 
It has been my honor and great blessing to serve you as your interim pastor.  You are a strong  
people of faith, and you will always remain in my heart and prayers. 
 
In Christ,  
 
Pastor Beverly Struckmann 
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The Outreach Committee 

is collecting cans of soup 

for our “Souper” Bowl 

Sunday collection.  All 

items will be donated to the New Melle Food Pan-

try for St. Vincent DePaul at IHM.  Drop your soup 

cans off at church. 

The Heritage Cluster, as part of Faith In Action 

will be delivering food to Homebound on Sunday, 

March 27.  They are in need of drivers to deliver 

these meals.  You will most likely pickup at 

Femme Osage around 1:30 –2:00 p.m.   

If you can help with this, please contact Julie    

Loika at 636.399.5742 

The next Heritage Cluster meeting will be, in   

person, at St. John’s Cappeln on July 21st at 7:00 

p.m.  They will start planning the Fall Event at 

this time.  If you are interested in learning more, 

you are welcome to attend this meeting. 

Stay tuned for updates on our next Abraham and 

Sarah event! 

Julie Loika, Kim Robertson, Chris and Dave Volle, 

the members of you Outreach Committee 

Worship Committee 

Issue:  Spring 2022 
Pg  3 

The Worship Committee met on February 1st and 
made lots of decision regarding our Lenten Jour-
ney for 2022.  We have purchased books “The 
Long Haul” for you to use.  The prelude ask “Will 
we make it?”  Do you feel like you're gazing at a 
long, long road -- a long road with lane changes 
and harrowing turns and an uncertain destina-
tion?  You're not alone.  Not now, and not along 
the journey.  And in this spiritual Lenten journey 
on which God invites us, you have everything re-
quired to reach your destination.  Take a breath 
and join these writers on the journey.  Stay with it 
for the long haul.  Seek out and encourage your 
companions for the trip.  Know that God is with 
you.  “The Long Haul” includes a biblical text, re-
flection, and prayer for each day. 
 
When we receive them, we will let you know so 
you can pick one up.  If you would like to make a 
donation to offset the cost of your book, it is $5. 
 
Ash Wednesday, March 2, will be Pastor Bev’s 
last service with us.  She will lead worship service 
with the Disposition of Ashes at 6:00 p.m. 

Palm Sunday, April 10 we will have our tradi-
tional service with palms. 
 
Good Friday, April 15 is still a little up in the air, 
but we will have a service, stay tuned for the time 
and type of service. 
 
Easter Sunday, April 17 we would like to do a 
traditional worship service and a Potluck Break-
fast after the service.  Let us know if you would be 
interested in participating. 
 
Pulpit Supply at this time we are working on fill-
ing the pulpit.  We have March filled and hope to 
get Pastor Jerry Keeney sometime in April.  But as 
you know, he had surgery, so we are waiting for 
him to let us know when he is ready. 
 
 
 
 
Tina Benne, Jill Climer, Donna Curdt, Mary Koch, 
Helen Proctor-Tu, the members of your Worship 
Committee 

Outreach Committee 
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News From Your 2022 Church Council 
 
St. Paul’s UCC in Defiance has decided to not pursue a shared Ministry with Friedens Peace.  As 
you know, Pastor Bev has submitted her resignation.  Her last day per the call agreement will be 
March 2.  We are assessing options in conjunction with our Associate Conference Pastor Damien 
Lake.   
 
As mentioned in our Congregational meeting on January 23, we need volunteers for the following 
positions: 

• 2-3 people for Stewardship Committee 
• 1 additional person to serve on the Pastor Search Committee 
• 3-4 people for Pastoral Relations Committee 

Please consider sharing your time and talents for one of these positions. 
 
 
Scott Schwimley, Karen Watson, Helen Proctor-Tu, Jill Climer, Tina Benne, and Kent Robertson the 
members of your Church Council 

Thank you to all of our friends, Friedens family 
and the entire community for your support dur-
ing the recent tornado.  Our families have been 
very blessed, even though there was a lot of de-
struction to property.  Words cannot express how 
much all of your support, help and prayers have 
meant throughout the recent weeks. 
 
Thank you all! 
The Gerdiman & Loika Families 
Carl, Ida, Vicki, Julie, Steve, Nathan & Sarah 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all at Friedens Peace for the won-
derful surprise of so many birthday cards.  It was 
a delightful surprise that so many remembered 
me and sent me a card.   
 
May God Bless you in 2022 and always, 
Dora Smart 

Thank You Notes 
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Dear God, As we meet you today, with our daily prayers 
we ask that you give us the courage to seek your will 
and way for us.  It is not an easy task, to give it all to 
you, our human nature wants to solve our worries on 
our own.  As we struggle with our worries, open our 
ears so that we can hear you and our hearts so that we 
can let your purpose and call to take ahold of us.  We 
pray that we lose ourselves for your sake, and thus are 
truly found.  As members of this body of worship, we 
pray for our leaders as they discern what is your pur-
pose for our church today and that we go after it with 
holy love and wild abandon.  Amen 
 

God in your Grace, hear our prayer! 

2 Ash Wednesday Service 6:00 p.m. 

14 4H Club 6:00 p.m. 

15 Council Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

27 Abraham and Sarah Event Noon 

March Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace 

 January 

2 Todd Overstreet 

2 Greg Repp 

3 Dora Smart (90) 

8 Will Thwing 

10 Tina Benne 

11 Maci Paige 

15 Karlie Schwimley 

17 Cole Muschany 

25 Tamie Repp 

 February 

4 Jamie Paige 

5 Julie Schwimley 

9 Sharon Wolf 

28 Carl Geridman 

 March 

11 Kim Robertson 

18 Richele Thwing 

22 Karen Eck 

24 Katie Thwing 

30 Patrice Billings 

31 Kent Robertson 

 March 

5 Ron and Kim Chandler 

27 Billy and Donna Curdt 

31 Patrice Billings and Brenda Fraser 

Our Daily Prayer 

https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar
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02/27 Sausage & Sauerkraut Carry Out Dinner 11 a.m.—5 p.m. 
 St. Paul’s Marthasville 
 
03/04 Beginning of IHM Lenten Fish Fries 4 p.m.—7 p.m. 
 Adults $14, 12 and under $9, 6 and under free 
 
03/05 New Melle Chamber of Commerce Doors open 5:30 
 Spring Fling 2022 @ VFW Post 5651 
 Advance ticket purchase recommended 314.503.4742 
 
03/12 St. Patrick’s Day Festival All Day Event 
 Defiance, MO 
 

Supporting Local Business 

New Melle Country Market 

Saturday, March 5 

9 a.m. -1 p.m. 

 

The first winter INDOOR market 

event at the New Melle Sports 

and Rec. 

 

Locally produced products, art, 

baked goods and so much more. 
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The New Melle Community Passion Play will re-

sume performances for the Easter Season, 2022!  

They will begin rehearsals on February 13 and 14 

at our church, as in past years.  If you have an in-

terest in a speaking or non speaking part, singing 

in the choir, or just being on stage during crowd 

scenes, give Paul Mittler a call at 636.384.0576. 

If you are more of a behind the scene kind of per-

son, there is a need for prop help, lighting, stage 

construction and set up. 

This is a non-denominational productions, every-

one is welcome to join in.  No acting experience is 

necessary.  All ages are needed, however, those 

under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. 

Performances are Saturdays 4/2 and 9 at 7 p.m. 

and Sundays 4/3 and 10 at 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. at 

the New Melle Sports and Rec. Banquet Hall. 

This is a great family event to experience as a par-

ticipant or as a spectator. 

New Melle Community Passion Play  



Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 

Phone:  636-828-5980 

3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO  63365 

Email:  friedenspeace@gmail.com 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/Friedens-
Peace-United-Church-of-Christ-122879711068097/ 

                www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc 
  www.twitter.com/UccPeace  

 

Pastor:  Rev. Beverly Struckmann 

Cell:  605-520-6776 

Email:  friedenspastor@centurytel.net 

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement   

The mission of Friedens Peace United Church 

of Christ is to help families grow together in 

Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through 

the study of the Gospel and fellowship that 

demonstrates the way of Christ locally and 

worldwide. 

 

Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities.  Here we are Lord! 

Friedens Peace United Church of Christ 

3560 Mill Street/PO Box 28 

New Melle, MO 63365 

 

We’re on the Web 

www.friedens-peaceucc.org 
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