Issue: Dec
2021

Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities. Here we are Lord!

Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities. Here we are Lord!

Issue: Dec 2021
Pg 2

Dearest friends and companions on this Advent journey,
I would like to devote this letter to an invitation to you, to add one particular “decoration” to your others this
holiday season, if you have not already: an advent wreath. We have a beautiful one in our sanctuary--but advent
wreaths are easily made at home, too! You can be elaborate if you so choose, but all you really need are 4 or 5
candles (5 if you want one in the center). You might put it in the center of your table and light the candles each
night during your meal, or create a ritual with your family of lighting the candles before bedtime while reading a
portion of the Christmas story from Matthew, Luke, or Isaiah. (There are lots of specific ideas online!)

Here is a description of the significance of this tradition:
Within Advent, there are four primary candles with their own unique significance and meaning. One of the four
candles is lit on each Sunday during the Advent season. There is a final fifth candle usually lit during a Christmas
Eve service.
•

The first candle, which is purple, symbolizes hope. This Advent candle prepares us for Jesus’ arrival. We are
reminded that there is hope because Jesus is coming!

•

The second candle represents faith, and this Advent candle is often referred to as the “Bethlehem Candle.”
This purple candle serves as a reminder of Mary and Joseph’s faith as they journeyed to Bethlehem. For our
families, this Advent candle reminds us that we can have the same faith in our own lives.

•

The third candle symbolizes joy. This Advent candle is the only pink candle, and it represents of the joy of
the world during the birth of Jesus. For Christians, the third Advent candle reminds us to celebrate Jesus’
arrival.

•

The fourth candle represents peace. This purple Advent candle reminds our families to focus on the angels’
proclamation of “Peace on Earth!” On the fourth and final week of Advent, this candle emphasizes the importance of Jesus’ arrival.

•

Finally, the fifth Advent candle is often referred to as the “Christ Candle.” Usually lit on Christmas Eve, the
white Advent candle represents purity and the life of Christ. https://www.focusonthefamily.com/
parenting/welcome-to-advent-2021/

There are many ways to honor the season of advent, such as advent calendars and setting up a nativity scene in
your home. Jill is also publishing a daily idea on our Facebook page for an act of kindness you may like to incorporate into your daily practice of advent.
I offer this idea of the advent wreath because it joins what we do in worship each Sunday, directly back into your
home and life, for continued worship and meditation upon the Reason for the Season; and to remember the
themes of hope, faith, joy and peace that are gifts of grace from the One who is to Come.
Blessings on your time of preparation for the coming King, our Savior Jesus Christ.
In Christ,
Pastor Beverly Struckmann
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Outreach Committee
Adopt-A-Family
The Outreach Committee has agreed to adopt a local Daniel Boone Elementary family for Christmas this year. Instead of having a tree with tags you
can take, we have an online sign up. You should have already received an email with a link. If you
have not, you can click on the link below. This is their wish list, you can sign up for one slot or many
slots, that is up to you. There will be a box at church for you to drop off your gift. All gifts should be
unwrapped, and marked, “Family #3, and child’s age” or if it is for the family, just mark “Family #3,
Family Gift”.
Gifts need to be at church no later than 5:00 p.m., on Tuesday, December 14th. If you have any questions, you can contact the church office or Kim Robinson at 636.795.1663.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4aa4ab2fa6ffce9-adoptafamily
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Fundraising and Fellowship
Cinnamon Roll Update - Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Goes out to all that made this
fundraising effort a success. We had lots of laughs, lots of fellowship and lots of fun. Those that
didn’t participate, missed a good time! We made over 115 dozen cinnamon rolls. The kitchen still
smells of cinnamon. This was Tina Benne’s first experience at being in charge and she did a
GREAT job! Thanks Tina for taking the lead!
The Fundraising and Fellowship Committee is down a few members. We need people to help plan
and execute our fundraising events. If this is something you have a calling for, please consider
joining this group. Currently, this group does not have schedule meetings. However, if this is
something that everyone wants, we can have regularly scheduled meetings. This group helps the
church make it’s financial obligations, without asking the congregation for more giving. It is a very
important function and we need help!

Let’s start a new tradition at Friedens Peace.
Let’s decorate the bulletin board in the
Narthex with Christmas cards.
Just bring one with you on Sunday!
Sign your name and hang it!
There are plenty of pins on the board!

Worship Committee Upcoming Meeting
We will meet on December 7, at church, in the comfy room at the end of the hall at 7:00 p.m. If you
think you may be interested in joining this committee, but want to know what it is all about first, you
are welcome to attend!
Our agenda includes planning for the Christmas Eve Service, planning for the 2022 year of services
and especially, planning of any special events in January and February.
Please prayerfully consider joining this committee. We have lost several of our members and really
need a couple of people to help continue to plan worship for Friedens Peace.
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Dec Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
1

Bible Study

9:30 a.m.

5

Congregational Meeting

11:00 a.m.

7

Worship Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

13

4H Club

6:00 p.m.

15

Bible Study

9:30 a.m.

21

Council Meeting

7:00 p.m.

22

Outreach Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

24

Christmas Eve Service

9:00 p.m.

Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

14

Gerry and Sharon Wolf

2

Pastor Bev Struckmann

11

Donna Curdt

15

Marny Koch

27

Tyler Moore

Our Daily Prayer
O merciful God, you sent your eternal Word to take on human nature in the womb of the virgin
Mary. Grant that your chosen people may put off fleshly desires, to prepare their hearts for the
visitation of your dear Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.
Source: Wilhelm Loehe, Agende für christliche Gemeinden des lutherischen Bekenntnisses, 1844

God in your Grace, hear our prayer!
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12/3

Historic Augusta’s 39th Annual
Candlelight Christmas Walk and
Ebenezer’s Christmas Cookie Walk

5 p.m. until 10 p.m.

12/4

12th Annual Defiance Christmas
Festival

Various Events and
Times

12/5

Pictures with Santa
New Melle Fire Protection District

10 a.m. until 2 p.m.

12/10

Historic Augusta’s 39th Annual
Candlelight Christmas Walk and
Ebenezer’s Christmas Cookie Walk

5 p.m. until 10 p.m.

12/10

New Melle VFW Chicken Dinner
Dine in or carryout

5 p.m. until 8 p.m.

Supporting Local Business
Boone Country Connection
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Acrostic poems are poems in which the first letter of
each line spells out a word, name, or phrase when read
vertically. Each line starts with a capital letter that
spells out the poem’s theme vertically. Acrostic poems
don’t need to rhyme. You can use punctuation and full
sentences, or just short phrases, it’s completely up to
you!
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ
www.friedens-peaceucc.org
Phone: 636-828-5980
3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28
New Melle, MO 63365
Email: friedenspeace@gmail.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FriedensPeace-United-Church-of-Christ-122879711068097/
www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc
www.twitter.com/UccPeace

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement
The mission of Friedens Peace United Church
of Christ is to help families grow together in
Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through
the study of the Gospel and fellowship that
demonstrates the way of Christ locally and
worldwide.

Pastor: Rev. Beverly Struckmann
Cell: 605-520-6776
Email: friedenspastor@centurytel.net

Friedens Peace United Church of Christ
3560 Mill Street/PO Box 28
New Melle, MO 63365
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We’re on the Web
www.friedens-peaceucc.org

