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Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities. Here we are Lord!

THE OUTDOOR MONTH
by Lenore Hetrick
July is the regular outdoor month.
He’s the king of the calendar, don’t you think?
Bright, blue sky - fresh, strong winds
And a golden sun that makes you blink.
A lake where the water steals from the sky
Its bluest color, its white cloud ships,
And thick green trees beneath whose shade
Time doesn’t pass but just gently slips.

A swim in the morning with the sun coming up,
A hike in the scented woods at noon,
Canoeing in the later hours,
And another swim beneath the moon.
Living outdoors is so much fun!
Just living beneath the open sky.
Clouds in the daytime and stars at night,
With the whole wide universe drifting by.
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Dear Siblings in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in Jesus' name.
Recently I was thankful to attend my first congregational meeting at Friedens Peace. I deeply appreciate how many of our members voiced questions, concerns, and personal stories during the meeting.
I also appreciate how we were able to listen to one another and respond even to others' differing
opinions with Christian respect and love. It is good for us to talk constructively about difficult things!
At this particular congregational meeting, the topic of most discussion was our journey toward discerning the possibility of joining with other UCC congregations to become officially "Open and Affirming." It was so good for me, as a pastor just beginning to journey on this road with you (one on
which you have been journeying together for some time already), to hear the varied voices represented in our congregation. I hope to be a help and a guide as we continue to discern God's will for
us in this area.
With that in mind, I would like to pose a few questions for us each to consider: First, what does
"open" mean, and what does "affirming" mean? These words might appear together in the term
"open and affirming," but they are not the same. They have different meanings, so it is important
that we consider them separately--and I have provided space below to do just that. I might recommend answering question #1, and then waiting a day until you answer question #2. Then, after you
have spent some time brainstorming about what these words mean (in general), move on to questions 3 and 4. This is simply an activity for reflection. I ask that you take time to engage these questions, and just hold onto this sheet until the August pastoral letter comes in the next newsletter. I
will address this topic more at that time.
God bless you all!
1. What does the word "open" mean to you?
2. What does the word "affirming" mean to you?
3. On a scale of 1 - 10, how "open" to ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
4.On a scale of 1 - 10, how "affirming" of ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
Grace and peace be yours, in Christ,
Pastor Bev
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Abraham and Sarah Feast & Festivities Needs You!
Volunteers needed for the July ASFF event
Sunday, July 18th Noon to 1:30 pm.
Volunteers arrive at 11:00 am for set up
Volunteers to help Seniors with lawn games
Volunteers to decorate sidewalks with summer themed chalk art
Volunteers to help pack brown bag lunch for guests to take home
Do you have lawn games and/or hula hoops?
Can we borrow them for the day?
Contact Julie Loika if you can volunteer.
JLL8084@outlook.com
or
636-399-5742

Notes from the Reopening Task Force
As you know, the church is open for all who wish to meet in-person. We ask all adults who are not vaccinated to continue to wear a mask while in the building. Social distancing is still recommended at this
point. Committees are allowed to meet at the church, if they desire.
As before, if you are sick, symptomatic and/or immunocompromised, please do not attend. If you enter
the building (other than for worship), sign the register. The Worship Coordinator will record all in attendance for each service. If anyone entering the building becomes COVID positive, please contact a
member of the Reopening Task Force or the church office. All in attendance with someone having a
positive COVID case will be notified.
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From the Worship Committee:

They have requested the opportunity to freshen
up the nursery. They will be cleaning out and orIn Person Worship will begin on July 11, at 10 a.m. ganizing the room. As a member of 4-H, Lily is doing this for her service project. We are very proud
with Pastor Kenney in the pulpit. We need all
Sunday Service Volunteer positions filled in order of Lily for thinking of us and believe it’s an excellent idea. She has submitted her ideas to Buildings
to make this work. Jill sent an email, asking for
volunteers. Please prayerfully consider serving in and Grounds Committee and we approved the ideas and expense.
one of these positions.
Beginning July 11, we will be streaming our wor- We know she will do a great job!
ship via Facebook Live. If you are unable to wor- Thank you Lily and Jamie!
ship in person, you can watch it Live or at a later
time, on our Facebook page. If you have any trou- From Council:
ble viewing, please let the office know.
Cleaning - We need volunteers to help with the
Worship in the Park will be Sunday, August 22 at church cleaning. It will be added to the Sunday
Service Volunteer list.
Broemmelsiek Park, Shelter 7 at 10 a.m.. The
theme for this year is “opening up and new life”.
Search Committee - Council is looking to the
Think caterpillars and butterflies.
Missouri Mid-South Conference for direction on
forming a search committee. Volunteers will be
We previously announced we would have a Potluck lunch, as in previous years. However, at this needed for this task.
time our friends from Emmaus can not participate
ONA - Pastor Bev appreciated that folks were willin Potlucks. So, when it gets closer to the event,
ing to speak their minds on this topic. She feels it
we will let you know if it will be Potluck or each
would be best to get our position on this settled
family brings their own food and supplies.
before calling a settled Pastor. Some feel that we
Recorded worship will be posted to our YouTube already are open but have not adopted the label.
However, the affirming aspect has more work to
channel. If you go to our YouTube channel, and
be done.
subscribe to it, it will allow you to be notified
when we upload new videos. You can “share” our
Pastoral Care
videos to your social media accounts, which will
help boost our visibility on the internet.
Pastor Andrea Asselmeier has graciously offered
This is an opportunity to live our Vision Stateto provide or facilitate any pastoral care that is
ment: “Growing together our faith, our families,
needed while Pastor Bev is on maternity leave.
and our communities. Here I am Lord.”
You can contact the church office or a council
member should you need to get in touch with
Pastor Andrea.
From Building and Grounds:
In the last newsletter, and several Eblast we asked
for suggestions to use the balance of the Schulz
fund. Jamie and Lily Paige stepped up with the
suggestion of updating the nursery.
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July Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
18

ASFF Event

Noon

19

Trust Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

20

Council Meeting

7:00 p.m.

Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

4

Carl and Ida Gerdiman

4

Julie Loika

5

Wade and Helen (Proctor) Tu

6

Dave Volle

9

Ida Gerdiman

11

Terry Easley

17

Makenzie Repp

18

Marissa Benne

19

Alex Buehner

22

Helen Proctor-Tu

24

Mike Loyd

27

Joseph Paige

31

Annie Overstreet

31

Savannah Benne

Lord, lift us up for Your blessings.
We pray that you will anoint us with
strength, healing and self care today,
tomorrow, and always. We pray that
You will grace us with patience and
wisdom and that You will encourage
us throughout the days and months
ahead, to take the correct steps to
walk proudly, and behave well.
We pray all of these things in Your
name. Amen.
God in your grace, hear our prayers!
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Note from Pastor Bev:
I would like to invite each of you to join me in a spiritual practice of writing out one verse of Scripture
each day. It helps to have a dedicated notebook or journal for this, but you could certainly do whatever
works best for you. This practice provides a way of spending just a few minutes each day intentionally
meditating on God’s Word. We will include a new set of verses every month.
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THE OUTDOOR MONTH
by Lenore Hetrick
July is the regular outdoor month.
He’s the king of the calendar, don’t you think?
Bright, blue sky - fresh, strong winds
And a golden sun that makes you blink.
A lake where the water steals from the sky
Its bluest color, its white cloud ships,
And thick green trees beneath whose shade
Time doesn’t pass but just gently slips.

A swim in the morning with the sun coming up,
A hike in the scented woods at noon,
Canoeing in the later hours,
And another swim beneath the moon.
Living outdoors is so much fun!
Just living beneath the open sky.
Clouds in the daytime and stars at night,
With the whole wide universe drifting by.
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Dear Siblings in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in Jesus' name.
Recently I was thankful to attend my first congregational meeting at Friedens Peace. I deeply appreciate how many of our members voiced questions, concerns, and personal stories during the meeting.
I also appreciate how we were able to listen to one another and respond even to others' differing
opinions with Christian respect and love. It is good for us to talk constructively about difficult things!
At this particular congregational meeting, the topic of most discussion was our journey toward discerning the possibility of joining with other UCC congregations to become officially "Open and Affirming." It was so good for me, as a pastor just beginning to journey on this road with you (one on
which you have been journeying together for some time already), to hear the varied voices represented in our congregation. I hope to be a help and a guide as we continue to discern God's will for
us in this area.
With that in mind, I would like to pose a few questions for us each to consider: First, what does
"open" mean, and what does "affirming" mean? These words might appear together in the term
"open and affirming," but they are not the same. They have different meanings, so it is important
that we consider them separately--and I have provided space below to do just that. I might recommend answering question #1, and then waiting a day until you answer question #2. Then, after you
have spent some time brainstorming about what these words mean (in general), move on to questions 3 and 4. This is simply an activity for reflection. I ask that you take time to engage these questions, and just hold onto this sheet until the August pastoral letter comes in the next newsletter. I
will address this topic more at that time.
God bless you all!
1. What does the word "open" mean to you?
2. What does the word "affirming" mean to you?
3. On a scale of 1 - 10, how "open" to ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
4.On a scale of 1 - 10, how "affirming" of ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
Grace and peace be yours, in Christ,
Pastor Bev
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Abraham and Sarah Feast & Festivities Needs You!
Volunteers needed for the July ASFF event
Sunday, July 18th Noon to 1:30 pm.
Volunteers arrive at 11:00 am for set up
Volunteers to help Seniors with lawn games
Volunteers to decorate sidewalks with summer themed chalk art
Volunteers to help pack brown bag lunch for guests to take home
Do you have lawn games and/or hula hoops?
Can we borrow them for the day?
Contact Julie Loika if you can volunteer.
JLL8084@outlook.com
or
636-399-5742

Notes from the Reopening Task Force
As you know, the church is open for all who wish to meet in-person. We ask all adults who are not vaccinated to continue to wear a mask while in the building. Social distancing is still recommended at this
point. Committees are allowed to meet at the church, if they desire.
As before, if you are sick, symptomatic and/or immunocompromised, please do not attend. If you enter
the building (other than for worship), sign the register. The Worship Coordinator will record all in attendance for each service. If anyone entering the building becomes COVID positive, please contact a
member of the Reopening Task Force or the church office. All in attendance with someone having a
positive COVID case will be notified.
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From the Worship Committee:

They have requested the opportunity to freshen
up the nursery. They will be cleaning out and orIn Person Worship will begin on July 11, at 10 a.m. ganizing the room. As a member of 4-H, Lily is doing this for her service project. We are very proud
with Pastor Kenney in the pulpit. We need all
Sunday Service Volunteer positions filled in order of Lily for thinking of us and believe it’s an excellent idea. She has submitted her ideas to Buildings
to make this work. Jill sent an email, asking for
volunteers. Please prayerfully consider serving in and Grounds Committee and we approved the ideas and expense.
one of these positions.
Beginning July 11, we will be streaming our wor- We know she will do a great job!
ship via Facebook Live. If you are unable to wor- Thank you Lily and Jamie!
ship in person, you can watch it Live or at a later
time, on our Facebook page. If you have any trou- From Council:
ble viewing, please let the office know.
Cleaning - We need volunteers to help with the
Worship in the Park will be Sunday, August 22 at church cleaning. It will be added to the Sunday
Service Volunteer list.
Broemmelsiek Park, Shelter 7 at 10 a.m.. The
theme for this year is “opening up and new life”.
Search Committee - Council is looking to the
Think caterpillars and butterflies.
Missouri Mid-South Conference for direction on
forming a search committee. Volunteers will be
We previously announced we would have a Potluck lunch, as in previous years. However, at this needed for this task.
time our friends from Emmaus can not participate
ONA - Pastor Bev appreciated that folks were willin Potlucks. So, when it gets closer to the event,
ing to speak their minds on this topic. She feels it
we will let you know if it will be Potluck or each
would be best to get our position on this settled
family brings their own food and supplies.
before calling a settled Pastor. Some feel that we
Recorded worship will be posted to our YouTube already are open but have not adopted the label.
However, the affirming aspect has more work to
channel. If you go to our YouTube channel, and
be done.
subscribe to it, it will allow you to be notified
when we upload new videos. You can “share” our
Pastoral Care
videos to your social media accounts, which will
help boost our visibility on the internet.
Pastor Andrea Asselmeier has graciously offered
This is an opportunity to live our Vision Stateto provide or facilitate any pastoral care that is
ment: “Growing together our faith, our families,
needed while Pastor Bev is on maternity leave.
and our communities. Here I am Lord.”
You can contact the church office or a council
member should you need to get in touch with
Pastor Andrea.
From Building and Grounds:
In the last newsletter, and several Eblast we asked
for suggestions to use the balance of the Schulz
fund. Jamie and Lily Paige stepped up with the
suggestion of updating the nursery.
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July Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
18

ASFF Event

Noon

19

Trust Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

20

Council Meeting

7:00 p.m.

Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

4

Carl and Ida Gerdiman

4

Julie Loika

5

Wade and Helen (Proctor) Tu

6

Dave Volle

9

Ida Gerdiman

11

Terry Easley

17

Makenzie Repp

18

Marissa Benne

19

Alex Buehner

22

Helen Proctor-Tu

24

Mike Loyd

27

Joseph Paige

31

Annie Overstreet

31

Savannah Benne

Lord, lift us up for Your blessings.
We pray that you will anoint us with
strength, healing and self care today,
tomorrow, and always. We pray that
You will grace us with patience and
wisdom and that You will encourage
us throughout the days and months
ahead, to take the correct steps to
walk proudly, and behave well.
We pray all of these things in Your
name. Amen.
God in your grace, hear our prayers!
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Note from Pastor Bev:
I would like to invite each of you to join me in a spiritual practice of writing out one verse of Scripture
each day. It helps to have a dedicated notebook or journal for this, but you could certainly do whatever
works best for you. This practice provides a way of spending just a few minutes each day intentionally
meditating on God’s Word. We will include a new set of verses every month.
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The mission of Friedens Peace United Church
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THE OUTDOOR MONTH
by Lenore Hetrick
July is the regular outdoor month.
He’s the king of the calendar, don’t you think?
Bright, blue sky - fresh, strong winds
And a golden sun that makes you blink.
A lake where the water steals from the sky
Its bluest color, its white cloud ships,
And thick green trees beneath whose shade
Time doesn’t pass but just gently slips.

A swim in the morning with the sun coming up,
A hike in the scented woods at noon,
Canoeing in the later hours,
And another swim beneath the moon.
Living outdoors is so much fun!
Just living beneath the open sky.
Clouds in the daytime and stars at night,
With the whole wide universe drifting by.
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Dear Siblings in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in Jesus' name.
Recently I was thankful to attend my first congregational meeting at Friedens Peace. I deeply appreciate how many of our members voiced questions, concerns, and personal stories during the meeting.
I also appreciate how we were able to listen to one another and respond even to others' differing
opinions with Christian respect and love. It is good for us to talk constructively about difficult things!
At this particular congregational meeting, the topic of most discussion was our journey toward discerning the possibility of joining with other UCC congregations to become officially "Open and Affirming." It was so good for me, as a pastor just beginning to journey on this road with you (one on
which you have been journeying together for some time already), to hear the varied voices represented in our congregation. I hope to be a help and a guide as we continue to discern God's will for
us in this area.
With that in mind, I would like to pose a few questions for us each to consider: First, what does
"open" mean, and what does "affirming" mean? These words might appear together in the term
"open and affirming," but they are not the same. They have different meanings, so it is important
that we consider them separately--and I have provided space below to do just that. I might recommend answering question #1, and then waiting a day until you answer question #2. Then, after you
have spent some time brainstorming about what these words mean (in general), move on to questions 3 and 4. This is simply an activity for reflection. I ask that you take time to engage these questions, and just hold onto this sheet until the August pastoral letter comes in the next newsletter. I
will address this topic more at that time.
God bless you all!
1. What does the word "open" mean to you?
2. What does the word "affirming" mean to you?
3. On a scale of 1 - 10, how "open" to ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
4.On a scale of 1 - 10, how "affirming" of ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
Grace and peace be yours, in Christ,
Pastor Bev
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Abraham and Sarah Feast & Festivities Needs You!
Volunteers needed for the July ASFF event
Sunday, July 18th Noon to 1:30 pm.
Volunteers arrive at 11:00 am for set up
Volunteers to help Seniors with lawn games
Volunteers to decorate sidewalks with summer themed chalk art
Volunteers to help pack brown bag lunch for guests to take home
Do you have lawn games and/or hula hoops?
Can we borrow them for the day?
Contact Julie Loika if you can volunteer.
JLL8084@outlook.com
or
636-399-5742

Notes from the Reopening Task Force
As you know, the church is open for all who wish to meet in-person. We ask all adults who are not vaccinated to continue to wear a mask while in the building. Social distancing is still recommended at this
point. Committees are allowed to meet at the church, if they desire.
As before, if you are sick, symptomatic and/or immunocompromised, please do not attend. If you enter
the building (other than for worship), sign the register. The Worship Coordinator will record all in attendance for each service. If anyone entering the building becomes COVID positive, please contact a
member of the Reopening Task Force or the church office. All in attendance with someone having a
positive COVID case will be notified.
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From the Worship Committee:

They have requested the opportunity to freshen
up the nursery. They will be cleaning out and orIn Person Worship will begin on July 11, at 10 a.m. ganizing the room. As a member of 4-H, Lily is doing this for her service project. We are very proud
with Pastor Kenney in the pulpit. We need all
Sunday Service Volunteer positions filled in order of Lily for thinking of us and believe it’s an excellent idea. She has submitted her ideas to Buildings
to make this work. Jill sent an email, asking for
volunteers. Please prayerfully consider serving in and Grounds Committee and we approved the ideas and expense.
one of these positions.
Beginning July 11, we will be streaming our wor- We know she will do a great job!
ship via Facebook Live. If you are unable to wor- Thank you Lily and Jamie!
ship in person, you can watch it Live or at a later
time, on our Facebook page. If you have any trou- From Council:
ble viewing, please let the office know.
Cleaning - We need volunteers to help with the
Worship in the Park will be Sunday, August 22 at church cleaning. It will be added to the Sunday
Service Volunteer list.
Broemmelsiek Park, Shelter 7 at 10 a.m.. The
theme for this year is “opening up and new life”.
Search Committee - Council is looking to the
Think caterpillars and butterflies.
Missouri Mid-South Conference for direction on
forming a search committee. Volunteers will be
We previously announced we would have a Potluck lunch, as in previous years. However, at this needed for this task.
time our friends from Emmaus can not participate
ONA - Pastor Bev appreciated that folks were willin Potlucks. So, when it gets closer to the event,
ing to speak their minds on this topic. She feels it
we will let you know if it will be Potluck or each
would be best to get our position on this settled
family brings their own food and supplies.
before calling a settled Pastor. Some feel that we
Recorded worship will be posted to our YouTube already are open but have not adopted the label.
However, the affirming aspect has more work to
channel. If you go to our YouTube channel, and
be done.
subscribe to it, it will allow you to be notified
when we upload new videos. You can “share” our
Pastoral Care
videos to your social media accounts, which will
help boost our visibility on the internet.
Pastor Andrea Asselmeier has graciously offered
This is an opportunity to live our Vision Stateto provide or facilitate any pastoral care that is
ment: “Growing together our faith, our families,
needed while Pastor Bev is on maternity leave.
and our communities. Here I am Lord.”
You can contact the church office or a council
member should you need to get in touch with
Pastor Andrea.
From Building and Grounds:
In the last newsletter, and several Eblast we asked
for suggestions to use the balance of the Schulz
fund. Jamie and Lily Paige stepped up with the
suggestion of updating the nursery.
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July Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
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https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar
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Mike Loyd
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31

Annie Overstreet
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Lord, lift us up for Your blessings.
We pray that you will anoint us with
strength, healing and self care today,
tomorrow, and always. We pray that
You will grace us with patience and
wisdom and that You will encourage
us throughout the days and months
ahead, to take the correct steps to
walk proudly, and behave well.
We pray all of these things in Your
name. Amen.
God in your grace, hear our prayers!
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Note from Pastor Bev:
I would like to invite each of you to join me in a spiritual practice of writing out one verse of Scripture
each day. It helps to have a dedicated notebook or journal for this, but you could certainly do whatever
works best for you. This practice provides a way of spending just a few minutes each day intentionally
meditating on God’s Word. We will include a new set of verses every month.
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THE OUTDOOR MONTH
by Lenore Hetrick
July is the regular outdoor month.
He’s the king of the calendar, don’t you think?
Bright, blue sky - fresh, strong winds
And a golden sun that makes you blink.
A lake where the water steals from the sky
Its bluest color, its white cloud ships,
And thick green trees beneath whose shade
Time doesn’t pass but just gently slips.

A swim in the morning with the sun coming up,
A hike in the scented woods at noon,
Canoeing in the later hours,
And another swim beneath the moon.
Living outdoors is so much fun!
Just living beneath the open sky.
Clouds in the daytime and stars at night,
With the whole wide universe drifting by.
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Dear Siblings in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in Jesus' name.
Recently I was thankful to attend my first congregational meeting at Friedens Peace. I deeply appreciate how many of our members voiced questions, concerns, and personal stories during the meeting.
I also appreciate how we were able to listen to one another and respond even to others' differing
opinions with Christian respect and love. It is good for us to talk constructively about difficult things!
At this particular congregational meeting, the topic of most discussion was our journey toward discerning the possibility of joining with other UCC congregations to become officially "Open and Affirming." It was so good for me, as a pastor just beginning to journey on this road with you (one on
which you have been journeying together for some time already), to hear the varied voices represented in our congregation. I hope to be a help and a guide as we continue to discern God's will for
us in this area.
With that in mind, I would like to pose a few questions for us each to consider: First, what does
"open" mean, and what does "affirming" mean? These words might appear together in the term
"open and affirming," but they are not the same. They have different meanings, so it is important
that we consider them separately--and I have provided space below to do just that. I might recommend answering question #1, and then waiting a day until you answer question #2. Then, after you
have spent some time brainstorming about what these words mean (in general), move on to questions 3 and 4. This is simply an activity for reflection. I ask that you take time to engage these questions, and just hold onto this sheet until the August pastoral letter comes in the next newsletter. I
will address this topic more at that time.
God bless you all!
1. What does the word "open" mean to you?
2. What does the word "affirming" mean to you?
3. On a scale of 1 - 10, how "open" to ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
4.On a scale of 1 - 10, how "affirming" of ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
Grace and peace be yours, in Christ,
Pastor Bev
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Abraham and Sarah Feast & Festivities Needs You!
Volunteers needed for the July ASFF event
Sunday, July 18th Noon to 1:30 pm.
Volunteers arrive at 11:00 am for set up
Volunteers to help Seniors with lawn games
Volunteers to decorate sidewalks with summer themed chalk art
Volunteers to help pack brown bag lunch for guests to take home
Do you have lawn games and/or hula hoops?
Can we borrow them for the day?
Contact Julie Loika if you can volunteer.
JLL8084@outlook.com
or
636-399-5742

Notes from the Reopening Task Force
As you know, the church is open for all who wish to meet in-person. We ask all adults who are not vaccinated to continue to wear a mask while in the building. Social distancing is still recommended at this
point. Committees are allowed to meet at the church, if they desire.
As before, if you are sick, symptomatic and/or immunocompromised, please do not attend. If you enter
the building (other than for worship), sign the register. The Worship Coordinator will record all in attendance for each service. If anyone entering the building becomes COVID positive, please contact a
member of the Reopening Task Force or the church office. All in attendance with someone having a
positive COVID case will be notified.
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From the Worship Committee:

They have requested the opportunity to freshen
up the nursery. They will be cleaning out and orIn Person Worship will begin on July 11, at 10 a.m. ganizing the room. As a member of 4-H, Lily is doing this for her service project. We are very proud
with Pastor Kenney in the pulpit. We need all
Sunday Service Volunteer positions filled in order of Lily for thinking of us and believe it’s an excellent idea. She has submitted her ideas to Buildings
to make this work. Jill sent an email, asking for
volunteers. Please prayerfully consider serving in and Grounds Committee and we approved the ideas and expense.
one of these positions.
Beginning July 11, we will be streaming our wor- We know she will do a great job!
ship via Facebook Live. If you are unable to wor- Thank you Lily and Jamie!
ship in person, you can watch it Live or at a later
time, on our Facebook page. If you have any trou- From Council:
ble viewing, please let the office know.
Cleaning - We need volunteers to help with the
Worship in the Park will be Sunday, August 22 at church cleaning. It will be added to the Sunday
Service Volunteer list.
Broemmelsiek Park, Shelter 7 at 10 a.m.. The
theme for this year is “opening up and new life”.
Search Committee - Council is looking to the
Think caterpillars and butterflies.
Missouri Mid-South Conference for direction on
forming a search committee. Volunteers will be
We previously announced we would have a Potluck lunch, as in previous years. However, at this needed for this task.
time our friends from Emmaus can not participate
ONA - Pastor Bev appreciated that folks were willin Potlucks. So, when it gets closer to the event,
ing to speak their minds on this topic. She feels it
we will let you know if it will be Potluck or each
would be best to get our position on this settled
family brings their own food and supplies.
before calling a settled Pastor. Some feel that we
Recorded worship will be posted to our YouTube already are open but have not adopted the label.
However, the affirming aspect has more work to
channel. If you go to our YouTube channel, and
be done.
subscribe to it, it will allow you to be notified
when we upload new videos. You can “share” our
Pastoral Care
videos to your social media accounts, which will
help boost our visibility on the internet.
Pastor Andrea Asselmeier has graciously offered
This is an opportunity to live our Vision Stateto provide or facilitate any pastoral care that is
ment: “Growing together our faith, our families,
needed while Pastor Bev is on maternity leave.
and our communities. Here I am Lord.”
You can contact the church office or a council
member should you need to get in touch with
Pastor Andrea.
From Building and Grounds:
In the last newsletter, and several Eblast we asked
for suggestions to use the balance of the Schulz
fund. Jamie and Lily Paige stepped up with the
suggestion of updating the nursery.
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July Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
18

ASFF Event

Noon

19

Trust Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

20

Council Meeting

7:00 p.m.

Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

4

Carl and Ida Gerdiman

4

Julie Loika

5

Wade and Helen (Proctor) Tu

6

Dave Volle

9

Ida Gerdiman

11

Terry Easley

17

Makenzie Repp

18

Marissa Benne

19

Alex Buehner

22

Helen Proctor-Tu

24

Mike Loyd

27

Joseph Paige

31

Annie Overstreet

31

Savannah Benne

Lord, lift us up for Your blessings.
We pray that you will anoint us with
strength, healing and self care today,
tomorrow, and always. We pray that
You will grace us with patience and
wisdom and that You will encourage
us throughout the days and months
ahead, to take the correct steps to
walk proudly, and behave well.
We pray all of these things in Your
name. Amen.
God in your grace, hear our prayers!
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Note from Pastor Bev:
I would like to invite each of you to join me in a spiritual practice of writing out one verse of Scripture
each day. It helps to have a dedicated notebook or journal for this, but you could certainly do whatever
works best for you. This practice provides a way of spending just a few minutes each day intentionally
meditating on God’s Word. We will include a new set of verses every month.
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THE OUTDOOR MONTH
by Lenore Hetrick
July is the regular outdoor month.
He’s the king of the calendar, don’t you think?
Bright, blue sky - fresh, strong winds
And a golden sun that makes you blink.
A lake where the water steals from the sky
Its bluest color, its white cloud ships,
And thick green trees beneath whose shade
Time doesn’t pass but just gently slips.

A swim in the morning with the sun coming up,
A hike in the scented woods at noon,
Canoeing in the later hours,
And another swim beneath the moon.
Living outdoors is so much fun!
Just living beneath the open sky.
Clouds in the daytime and stars at night,
With the whole wide universe drifting by.
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Dear Siblings in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in Jesus' name.
Recently I was thankful to attend my first congregational meeting at Friedens Peace. I deeply appreciate how many of our members voiced questions, concerns, and personal stories during the meeting.
I also appreciate how we were able to listen to one another and respond even to others' differing
opinions with Christian respect and love. It is good for us to talk constructively about difficult things!
At this particular congregational meeting, the topic of most discussion was our journey toward discerning the possibility of joining with other UCC congregations to become officially "Open and Affirming." It was so good for me, as a pastor just beginning to journey on this road with you (one on
which you have been journeying together for some time already), to hear the varied voices represented in our congregation. I hope to be a help and a guide as we continue to discern God's will for
us in this area.
With that in mind, I would like to pose a few questions for us each to consider: First, what does
"open" mean, and what does "affirming" mean? These words might appear together in the term
"open and affirming," but they are not the same. They have different meanings, so it is important
that we consider them separately--and I have provided space below to do just that. I might recommend answering question #1, and then waiting a day until you answer question #2. Then, after you
have spent some time brainstorming about what these words mean (in general), move on to questions 3 and 4. This is simply an activity for reflection. I ask that you take time to engage these questions, and just hold onto this sheet until the August pastoral letter comes in the next newsletter. I
will address this topic more at that time.
God bless you all!
1. What does the word "open" mean to you?
2. What does the word "affirming" mean to you?
3. On a scale of 1 - 10, how "open" to ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
4.On a scale of 1 - 10, how "affirming" of ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
Grace and peace be yours, in Christ,
Pastor Bev
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Abraham and Sarah Feast & Festivities Needs You!
Volunteers needed for the July ASFF event
Sunday, July 18th Noon to 1:30 pm.
Volunteers arrive at 11:00 am for set up
Volunteers to help Seniors with lawn games
Volunteers to decorate sidewalks with summer themed chalk art
Volunteers to help pack brown bag lunch for guests to take home
Do you have lawn games and/or hula hoops?
Can we borrow them for the day?
Contact Julie Loika if you can volunteer.
JLL8084@outlook.com
or
636-399-5742

Notes from the Reopening Task Force
As you know, the church is open for all who wish to meet in-person. We ask all adults who are not vaccinated to continue to wear a mask while in the building. Social distancing is still recommended at this
point. Committees are allowed to meet at the church, if they desire.
As before, if you are sick, symptomatic and/or immunocompromised, please do not attend. If you enter
the building (other than for worship), sign the register. The Worship Coordinator will record all in attendance for each service. If anyone entering the building becomes COVID positive, please contact a
member of the Reopening Task Force or the church office. All in attendance with someone having a
positive COVID case will be notified.
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From the Worship Committee:

They have requested the opportunity to freshen
up the nursery. They will be cleaning out and orIn Person Worship will begin on July 11, at 10 a.m. ganizing the room. As a member of 4-H, Lily is doing this for her service project. We are very proud
with Pastor Kenney in the pulpit. We need all
Sunday Service Volunteer positions filled in order of Lily for thinking of us and believe it’s an excellent idea. She has submitted her ideas to Buildings
to make this work. Jill sent an email, asking for
volunteers. Please prayerfully consider serving in and Grounds Committee and we approved the ideas and expense.
one of these positions.
Beginning July 11, we will be streaming our wor- We know she will do a great job!
ship via Facebook Live. If you are unable to wor- Thank you Lily and Jamie!
ship in person, you can watch it Live or at a later
time, on our Facebook page. If you have any trou- From Council:
ble viewing, please let the office know.
Cleaning - We need volunteers to help with the
Worship in the Park will be Sunday, August 22 at church cleaning. It will be added to the Sunday
Service Volunteer list.
Broemmelsiek Park, Shelter 7 at 10 a.m.. The
theme for this year is “opening up and new life”.
Search Committee - Council is looking to the
Think caterpillars and butterflies.
Missouri Mid-South Conference for direction on
forming a search committee. Volunteers will be
We previously announced we would have a Potluck lunch, as in previous years. However, at this needed for this task.
time our friends from Emmaus can not participate
ONA - Pastor Bev appreciated that folks were willin Potlucks. So, when it gets closer to the event,
ing to speak their minds on this topic. She feels it
we will let you know if it will be Potluck or each
would be best to get our position on this settled
family brings their own food and supplies.
before calling a settled Pastor. Some feel that we
Recorded worship will be posted to our YouTube already are open but have not adopted the label.
However, the affirming aspect has more work to
channel. If you go to our YouTube channel, and
be done.
subscribe to it, it will allow you to be notified
when we upload new videos. You can “share” our
Pastoral Care
videos to your social media accounts, which will
help boost our visibility on the internet.
Pastor Andrea Asselmeier has graciously offered
This is an opportunity to live our Vision Stateto provide or facilitate any pastoral care that is
ment: “Growing together our faith, our families,
needed while Pastor Bev is on maternity leave.
and our communities. Here I am Lord.”
You can contact the church office or a council
member should you need to get in touch with
Pastor Andrea.
From Building and Grounds:
In the last newsletter, and several Eblast we asked
for suggestions to use the balance of the Schulz
fund. Jamie and Lily Paige stepped up with the
suggestion of updating the nursery.
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July Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
18

ASFF Event

Noon

19

Trust Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

20

Council Meeting

7:00 p.m.

Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

4

Carl and Ida Gerdiman

4

Julie Loika

5

Wade and Helen (Proctor) Tu

6

Dave Volle

9

Ida Gerdiman

11

Terry Easley

17

Makenzie Repp

18

Marissa Benne

19

Alex Buehner

22

Helen Proctor-Tu

24

Mike Loyd

27

Joseph Paige

31

Annie Overstreet

31

Savannah Benne

Lord, lift us up for Your blessings.
We pray that you will anoint us with
strength, healing and self care today,
tomorrow, and always. We pray that
You will grace us with patience and
wisdom and that You will encourage
us throughout the days and months
ahead, to take the correct steps to
walk proudly, and behave well.
We pray all of these things in Your
name. Amen.
God in your grace, hear our prayers!

Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities. Here we are Lord!
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Note from Pastor Bev:
I would like to invite each of you to join me in a spiritual practice of writing out one verse of Scripture
each day. It helps to have a dedicated notebook or journal for this, but you could certainly do whatever
works best for you. This practice provides a way of spending just a few minutes each day intentionally
meditating on God’s Word. We will include a new set of verses every month.
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Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities. Here we are Lord!

THE OUTDOOR MONTH
by Lenore Hetrick
July is the regular outdoor month.
He’s the king of the calendar, don’t you think?
Bright, blue sky - fresh, strong winds
And a golden sun that makes you blink.
A lake where the water steals from the sky
Its bluest color, its white cloud ships,
And thick green trees beneath whose shade
Time doesn’t pass but just gently slips.

A swim in the morning with the sun coming up,
A hike in the scented woods at noon,
Canoeing in the later hours,
And another swim beneath the moon.
Living outdoors is so much fun!
Just living beneath the open sky.
Clouds in the daytime and stars at night,
With the whole wide universe drifting by.
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Dear Siblings in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in Jesus' name.
Recently I was thankful to attend my first congregational meeting at Friedens Peace. I deeply appreciate how many of our members voiced questions, concerns, and personal stories during the meeting.
I also appreciate how we were able to listen to one another and respond even to others' differing
opinions with Christian respect and love. It is good for us to talk constructively about difficult things!
At this particular congregational meeting, the topic of most discussion was our journey toward discerning the possibility of joining with other UCC congregations to become officially "Open and Affirming." It was so good for me, as a pastor just beginning to journey on this road with you (one on
which you have been journeying together for some time already), to hear the varied voices represented in our congregation. I hope to be a help and a guide as we continue to discern God's will for
us in this area.
With that in mind, I would like to pose a few questions for us each to consider: First, what does
"open" mean, and what does "affirming" mean? These words might appear together in the term
"open and affirming," but they are not the same. They have different meanings, so it is important
that we consider them separately--and I have provided space below to do just that. I might recommend answering question #1, and then waiting a day until you answer question #2. Then, after you
have spent some time brainstorming about what these words mean (in general), move on to questions 3 and 4. This is simply an activity for reflection. I ask that you take time to engage these questions, and just hold onto this sheet until the August pastoral letter comes in the next newsletter. I
will address this topic more at that time.
God bless you all!
1. What does the word "open" mean to you?
2. What does the word "affirming" mean to you?
3. On a scale of 1 - 10, how "open" to ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
4.On a scale of 1 - 10, how "affirming" of ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
Grace and peace be yours, in Christ,
Pastor Bev
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Abraham and Sarah Feast & Festivities Needs You!
Volunteers needed for the July ASFF event
Sunday, July 18th Noon to 1:30 pm.
Volunteers arrive at 11:00 am for set up
Volunteers to help Seniors with lawn games
Volunteers to decorate sidewalks with summer themed chalk art
Volunteers to help pack brown bag lunch for guests to take home
Do you have lawn games and/or hula hoops?
Can we borrow them for the day?
Contact Julie Loika if you can volunteer.
JLL8084@outlook.com
or
636-399-5742

Notes from the Reopening Task Force
As you know, the church is open for all who wish to meet in-person. We ask all adults who are not vaccinated to continue to wear a mask while in the building. Social distancing is still recommended at this
point. Committees are allowed to meet at the church, if they desire.
As before, if you are sick, symptomatic and/or immunocompromised, please do not attend. If you enter
the building (other than for worship), sign the register. The Worship Coordinator will record all in attendance for each service. If anyone entering the building becomes COVID positive, please contact a
member of the Reopening Task Force or the church office. All in attendance with someone having a
positive COVID case will be notified.
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From the Worship Committee:

They have requested the opportunity to freshen
up the nursery. They will be cleaning out and orIn Person Worship will begin on July 11, at 10 a.m. ganizing the room. As a member of 4-H, Lily is doing this for her service project. We are very proud
with Pastor Kenney in the pulpit. We need all
Sunday Service Volunteer positions filled in order of Lily for thinking of us and believe it’s an excellent idea. She has submitted her ideas to Buildings
to make this work. Jill sent an email, asking for
volunteers. Please prayerfully consider serving in and Grounds Committee and we approved the ideas and expense.
one of these positions.
Beginning July 11, we will be streaming our wor- We know she will do a great job!
ship via Facebook Live. If you are unable to wor- Thank you Lily and Jamie!
ship in person, you can watch it Live or at a later
time, on our Facebook page. If you have any trou- From Council:
ble viewing, please let the office know.
Cleaning - We need volunteers to help with the
Worship in the Park will be Sunday, August 22 at church cleaning. It will be added to the Sunday
Service Volunteer list.
Broemmelsiek Park, Shelter 7 at 10 a.m.. The
theme for this year is “opening up and new life”.
Search Committee - Council is looking to the
Think caterpillars and butterflies.
Missouri Mid-South Conference for direction on
forming a search committee. Volunteers will be
We previously announced we would have a Potluck lunch, as in previous years. However, at this needed for this task.
time our friends from Emmaus can not participate
ONA - Pastor Bev appreciated that folks were willin Potlucks. So, when it gets closer to the event,
ing to speak their minds on this topic. She feels it
we will let you know if it will be Potluck or each
would be best to get our position on this settled
family brings their own food and supplies.
before calling a settled Pastor. Some feel that we
Recorded worship will be posted to our YouTube already are open but have not adopted the label.
However, the affirming aspect has more work to
channel. If you go to our YouTube channel, and
be done.
subscribe to it, it will allow you to be notified
when we upload new videos. You can “share” our
Pastoral Care
videos to your social media accounts, which will
help boost our visibility on the internet.
Pastor Andrea Asselmeier has graciously offered
This is an opportunity to live our Vision Stateto provide or facilitate any pastoral care that is
ment: “Growing together our faith, our families,
needed while Pastor Bev is on maternity leave.
and our communities. Here I am Lord.”
You can contact the church office or a council
member should you need to get in touch with
Pastor Andrea.
From Building and Grounds:
In the last newsletter, and several Eblast we asked
for suggestions to use the balance of the Schulz
fund. Jamie and Lily Paige stepped up with the
suggestion of updating the nursery.
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July Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
18

ASFF Event

Noon

19

Trust Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

20

Council Meeting

7:00 p.m.

Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

4

Carl and Ida Gerdiman

4

Julie Loika

5

Wade and Helen (Proctor) Tu

6

Dave Volle

9

Ida Gerdiman

11

Terry Easley

17

Makenzie Repp

18

Marissa Benne

19

Alex Buehner

22

Helen Proctor-Tu

24

Mike Loyd

27

Joseph Paige

31

Annie Overstreet

31

Savannah Benne

Lord, lift us up for Your blessings.
We pray that you will anoint us with
strength, healing and self care today,
tomorrow, and always. We pray that
You will grace us with patience and
wisdom and that You will encourage
us throughout the days and months
ahead, to take the correct steps to
walk proudly, and behave well.
We pray all of these things in Your
name. Amen.
God in your grace, hear our prayers!
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Note from Pastor Bev:
I would like to invite each of you to join me in a spiritual practice of writing out one verse of Scripture
each day. It helps to have a dedicated notebook or journal for this, but you could certainly do whatever
works best for you. This practice provides a way of spending just a few minutes each day intentionally
meditating on God’s Word. We will include a new set of verses every month.
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THE OUTDOOR MONTH
by Lenore Hetrick
July is the regular outdoor month.
He’s the king of the calendar, don’t you think?
Bright, blue sky - fresh, strong winds
And a golden sun that makes you blink.
A lake where the water steals from the sky
Its bluest color, its white cloud ships,
And thick green trees beneath whose shade
Time doesn’t pass but just gently slips.

A swim in the morning with the sun coming up,
A hike in the scented woods at noon,
Canoeing in the later hours,
And another swim beneath the moon.
Living outdoors is so much fun!
Just living beneath the open sky.
Clouds in the daytime and stars at night,
With the whole wide universe drifting by.
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Dear Siblings in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in Jesus' name.
Recently I was thankful to attend my first congregational meeting at Friedens Peace. I deeply appreciate how many of our members voiced questions, concerns, and personal stories during the meeting.
I also appreciate how we were able to listen to one another and respond even to others' differing
opinions with Christian respect and love. It is good for us to talk constructively about difficult things!
At this particular congregational meeting, the topic of most discussion was our journey toward discerning the possibility of joining with other UCC congregations to become officially "Open and Affirming." It was so good for me, as a pastor just beginning to journey on this road with you (one on
which you have been journeying together for some time already), to hear the varied voices represented in our congregation. I hope to be a help and a guide as we continue to discern God's will for
us in this area.
With that in mind, I would like to pose a few questions for us each to consider: First, what does
"open" mean, and what does "affirming" mean? These words might appear together in the term
"open and affirming," but they are not the same. They have different meanings, so it is important
that we consider them separately--and I have provided space below to do just that. I might recommend answering question #1, and then waiting a day until you answer question #2. Then, after you
have spent some time brainstorming about what these words mean (in general), move on to questions 3 and 4. This is simply an activity for reflection. I ask that you take time to engage these questions, and just hold onto this sheet until the August pastoral letter comes in the next newsletter. I
will address this topic more at that time.
God bless you all!
1. What does the word "open" mean to you?
2. What does the word "affirming" mean to you?
3. On a scale of 1 - 10, how "open" to ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
4.On a scale of 1 - 10, how "affirming" of ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
Grace and peace be yours, in Christ,
Pastor Bev
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Abraham and Sarah Feast & Festivities Needs You!
Volunteers needed for the July ASFF event
Sunday, July 18th Noon to 1:30 pm.
Volunteers arrive at 11:00 am for set up
Volunteers to help Seniors with lawn games
Volunteers to decorate sidewalks with summer themed chalk art
Volunteers to help pack brown bag lunch for guests to take home
Do you have lawn games and/or hula hoops?
Can we borrow them for the day?
Contact Julie Loika if you can volunteer.
JLL8084@outlook.com
or
636-399-5742

Notes from the Reopening Task Force
As you know, the church is open for all who wish to meet in-person. We ask all adults who are not vaccinated to continue to wear a mask while in the building. Social distancing is still recommended at this
point. Committees are allowed to meet at the church, if they desire.
As before, if you are sick, symptomatic and/or immunocompromised, please do not attend. If you enter
the building (other than for worship), sign the register. The Worship Coordinator will record all in attendance for each service. If anyone entering the building becomes COVID positive, please contact a
member of the Reopening Task Force or the church office. All in attendance with someone having a
positive COVID case will be notified.
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From the Worship Committee:

They have requested the opportunity to freshen
up the nursery. They will be cleaning out and orIn Person Worship will begin on July 11, at 10 a.m. ganizing the room. As a member of 4-H, Lily is doing this for her service project. We are very proud
with Pastor Kenney in the pulpit. We need all
Sunday Service Volunteer positions filled in order of Lily for thinking of us and believe it’s an excellent idea. She has submitted her ideas to Buildings
to make this work. Jill sent an email, asking for
volunteers. Please prayerfully consider serving in and Grounds Committee and we approved the ideas and expense.
one of these positions.
Beginning July 11, we will be streaming our wor- We know she will do a great job!
ship via Facebook Live. If you are unable to wor- Thank you Lily and Jamie!
ship in person, you can watch it Live or at a later
time, on our Facebook page. If you have any trou- From Council:
ble viewing, please let the office know.
Cleaning - We need volunteers to help with the
Worship in the Park will be Sunday, August 22 at church cleaning. It will be added to the Sunday
Service Volunteer list.
Broemmelsiek Park, Shelter 7 at 10 a.m.. The
theme for this year is “opening up and new life”.
Search Committee - Council is looking to the
Think caterpillars and butterflies.
Missouri Mid-South Conference for direction on
forming a search committee. Volunteers will be
We previously announced we would have a Potluck lunch, as in previous years. However, at this needed for this task.
time our friends from Emmaus can not participate
ONA - Pastor Bev appreciated that folks were willin Potlucks. So, when it gets closer to the event,
ing to speak their minds on this topic. She feels it
we will let you know if it will be Potluck or each
would be best to get our position on this settled
family brings their own food and supplies.
before calling a settled Pastor. Some feel that we
Recorded worship will be posted to our YouTube already are open but have not adopted the label.
However, the affirming aspect has more work to
channel. If you go to our YouTube channel, and
be done.
subscribe to it, it will allow you to be notified
when we upload new videos. You can “share” our
Pastoral Care
videos to your social media accounts, which will
help boost our visibility on the internet.
Pastor Andrea Asselmeier has graciously offered
This is an opportunity to live our Vision Stateto provide or facilitate any pastoral care that is
ment: “Growing together our faith, our families,
needed while Pastor Bev is on maternity leave.
and our communities. Here I am Lord.”
You can contact the church office or a council
member should you need to get in touch with
Pastor Andrea.
From Building and Grounds:
In the last newsletter, and several Eblast we asked
for suggestions to use the balance of the Schulz
fund. Jamie and Lily Paige stepped up with the
suggestion of updating the nursery.

Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities. Here we are Lord!

Issue: July 2021
Pg 5
July Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
18

ASFF Event

Noon

19

Trust Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

20

Council Meeting

7:00 p.m.

Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

4

Carl and Ida Gerdiman

4

Julie Loika

5

Wade and Helen (Proctor) Tu

6

Dave Volle

9

Ida Gerdiman

11

Terry Easley

17

Makenzie Repp

18

Marissa Benne

19

Alex Buehner

22

Helen Proctor-Tu

24

Mike Loyd

27

Joseph Paige

31

Annie Overstreet

31

Savannah Benne

Lord, lift us up for Your blessings.
We pray that you will anoint us with
strength, healing and self care today,
tomorrow, and always. We pray that
You will grace us with patience and
wisdom and that You will encourage
us throughout the days and months
ahead, to take the correct steps to
walk proudly, and behave well.
We pray all of these things in Your
name. Amen.
God in your grace, hear our prayers!
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Note from Pastor Bev:
I would like to invite each of you to join me in a spiritual practice of writing out one verse of Scripture
each day. It helps to have a dedicated notebook or journal for this, but you could certainly do whatever
works best for you. This practice provides a way of spending just a few minutes each day intentionally
meditating on God’s Word. We will include a new set of verses every month.
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THE OUTDOOR MONTH
by Lenore Hetrick
July is the regular outdoor month.
He’s the king of the calendar, don’t you think?
Bright, blue sky - fresh, strong winds
And a golden sun that makes you blink.
A lake where the water steals from the sky
Its bluest color, its white cloud ships,
And thick green trees beneath whose shade
Time doesn’t pass but just gently slips.

A swim in the morning with the sun coming up,
A hike in the scented woods at noon,
Canoeing in the later hours,
And another swim beneath the moon.
Living outdoors is so much fun!
Just living beneath the open sky.
Clouds in the daytime and stars at night,
With the whole wide universe drifting by.
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Dear Siblings in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in Jesus' name.
Recently I was thankful to attend my first congregational meeting at Friedens Peace. I deeply appreciate how many of our members voiced questions, concerns, and personal stories during the meeting.
I also appreciate how we were able to listen to one another and respond even to others' differing
opinions with Christian respect and love. It is good for us to talk constructively about difficult things!
At this particular congregational meeting, the topic of most discussion was our journey toward discerning the possibility of joining with other UCC congregations to become officially "Open and Affirming." It was so good for me, as a pastor just beginning to journey on this road with you (one on
which you have been journeying together for some time already), to hear the varied voices represented in our congregation. I hope to be a help and a guide as we continue to discern God's will for
us in this area.
With that in mind, I would like to pose a few questions for us each to consider: First, what does
"open" mean, and what does "affirming" mean? These words might appear together in the term
"open and affirming," but they are not the same. They have different meanings, so it is important
that we consider them separately--and I have provided space below to do just that. I might recommend answering question #1, and then waiting a day until you answer question #2. Then, after you
have spent some time brainstorming about what these words mean (in general), move on to questions 3 and 4. This is simply an activity for reflection. I ask that you take time to engage these questions, and just hold onto this sheet until the August pastoral letter comes in the next newsletter. I
will address this topic more at that time.
God bless you all!
1. What does the word "open" mean to you?
2. What does the word "affirming" mean to you?
3. On a scale of 1 - 10, how "open" to ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
4.On a scale of 1 - 10, how "affirming" of ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
Grace and peace be yours, in Christ,
Pastor Bev
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Abraham and Sarah Feast & Festivities Needs You!
Volunteers needed for the July ASFF event
Sunday, July 18th Noon to 1:30 pm.
Volunteers arrive at 11:00 am for set up
Volunteers to help Seniors with lawn games
Volunteers to decorate sidewalks with summer themed chalk art
Volunteers to help pack brown bag lunch for guests to take home
Do you have lawn games and/or hula hoops?
Can we borrow them for the day?
Contact Julie Loika if you can volunteer.
JLL8084@outlook.com
or
636-399-5742

Notes from the Reopening Task Force
As you know, the church is open for all who wish to meet in-person. We ask all adults who are not vaccinated to continue to wear a mask while in the building. Social distancing is still recommended at this
point. Committees are allowed to meet at the church, if they desire.
As before, if you are sick, symptomatic and/or immunocompromised, please do not attend. If you enter
the building (other than for worship), sign the register. The Worship Coordinator will record all in attendance for each service. If anyone entering the building becomes COVID positive, please contact a
member of the Reopening Task Force or the church office. All in attendance with someone having a
positive COVID case will be notified.
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From the Worship Committee:

They have requested the opportunity to freshen
up the nursery. They will be cleaning out and orIn Person Worship will begin on July 11, at 10 a.m. ganizing the room. As a member of 4-H, Lily is doing this for her service project. We are very proud
with Pastor Kenney in the pulpit. We need all
Sunday Service Volunteer positions filled in order of Lily for thinking of us and believe it’s an excellent idea. She has submitted her ideas to Buildings
to make this work. Jill sent an email, asking for
volunteers. Please prayerfully consider serving in and Grounds Committee and we approved the ideas and expense.
one of these positions.
Beginning July 11, we will be streaming our wor- We know she will do a great job!
ship via Facebook Live. If you are unable to wor- Thank you Lily and Jamie!
ship in person, you can watch it Live or at a later
time, on our Facebook page. If you have any trou- From Council:
ble viewing, please let the office know.
Cleaning - We need volunteers to help with the
Worship in the Park will be Sunday, August 22 at church cleaning. It will be added to the Sunday
Service Volunteer list.
Broemmelsiek Park, Shelter 7 at 10 a.m.. The
theme for this year is “opening up and new life”.
Search Committee - Council is looking to the
Think caterpillars and butterflies.
Missouri Mid-South Conference for direction on
forming a search committee. Volunteers will be
We previously announced we would have a Potluck lunch, as in previous years. However, at this needed for this task.
time our friends from Emmaus can not participate
ONA - Pastor Bev appreciated that folks were willin Potlucks. So, when it gets closer to the event,
ing to speak their minds on this topic. She feels it
we will let you know if it will be Potluck or each
would be best to get our position on this settled
family brings their own food and supplies.
before calling a settled Pastor. Some feel that we
Recorded worship will be posted to our YouTube already are open but have not adopted the label.
However, the affirming aspect has more work to
channel. If you go to our YouTube channel, and
be done.
subscribe to it, it will allow you to be notified
when we upload new videos. You can “share” our
Pastoral Care
videos to your social media accounts, which will
help boost our visibility on the internet.
Pastor Andrea Asselmeier has graciously offered
This is an opportunity to live our Vision Stateto provide or facilitate any pastoral care that is
ment: “Growing together our faith, our families,
needed while Pastor Bev is on maternity leave.
and our communities. Here I am Lord.”
You can contact the church office or a council
member should you need to get in touch with
Pastor Andrea.
From Building and Grounds:
In the last newsletter, and several Eblast we asked
for suggestions to use the balance of the Schulz
fund. Jamie and Lily Paige stepped up with the
suggestion of updating the nursery.
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July Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
18

ASFF Event

Noon

19

Trust Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

20

Council Meeting

7:00 p.m.

Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

4

Carl and Ida Gerdiman

4

Julie Loika

5

Wade and Helen (Proctor) Tu

6

Dave Volle

9

Ida Gerdiman

11

Terry Easley

17

Makenzie Repp

18

Marissa Benne

19

Alex Buehner

22

Helen Proctor-Tu

24

Mike Loyd

27

Joseph Paige

31

Annie Overstreet

31

Savannah Benne

Lord, lift us up for Your blessings.
We pray that you will anoint us with
strength, healing and self care today,
tomorrow, and always. We pray that
You will grace us with patience and
wisdom and that You will encourage
us throughout the days and months
ahead, to take the correct steps to
walk proudly, and behave well.
We pray all of these things in Your
name. Amen.
God in your grace, hear our prayers!
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Note from Pastor Bev:
I would like to invite each of you to join me in a spiritual practice of writing out one verse of Scripture
each day. It helps to have a dedicated notebook or journal for this, but you could certainly do whatever
works best for you. This practice provides a way of spending just a few minutes each day intentionally
meditating on God’s Word. We will include a new set of verses every month.
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THE OUTDOOR MONTH
by Lenore Hetrick
July is the regular outdoor month.
He’s the king of the calendar, don’t you think?
Bright, blue sky - fresh, strong winds
And a golden sun that makes you blink.
A lake where the water steals from the sky
Its bluest color, its white cloud ships,
And thick green trees beneath whose shade
Time doesn’t pass but just gently slips.

A swim in the morning with the sun coming up,
A hike in the scented woods at noon,
Canoeing in the later hours,
And another swim beneath the moon.
Living outdoors is so much fun!
Just living beneath the open sky.
Clouds in the daytime and stars at night,
With the whole wide universe drifting by.
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Dear Siblings in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in Jesus' name.
Recently I was thankful to attend my first congregational meeting at Friedens Peace. I deeply appreciate how many of our members voiced questions, concerns, and personal stories during the meeting.
I also appreciate how we were able to listen to one another and respond even to others' differing
opinions with Christian respect and love. It is good for us to talk constructively about difficult things!
At this particular congregational meeting, the topic of most discussion was our journey toward discerning the possibility of joining with other UCC congregations to become officially "Open and Affirming." It was so good for me, as a pastor just beginning to journey on this road with you (one on
which you have been journeying together for some time already), to hear the varied voices represented in our congregation. I hope to be a help and a guide as we continue to discern God's will for
us in this area.
With that in mind, I would like to pose a few questions for us each to consider: First, what does
"open" mean, and what does "affirming" mean? These words might appear together in the term
"open and affirming," but they are not the same. They have different meanings, so it is important
that we consider them separately--and I have provided space below to do just that. I might recommend answering question #1, and then waiting a day until you answer question #2. Then, after you
have spent some time brainstorming about what these words mean (in general), move on to questions 3 and 4. This is simply an activity for reflection. I ask that you take time to engage these questions, and just hold onto this sheet until the August pastoral letter comes in the next newsletter. I
will address this topic more at that time.
God bless you all!
1. What does the word "open" mean to you?
2. What does the word "affirming" mean to you?
3. On a scale of 1 - 10, how "open" to ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
4.On a scale of 1 - 10, how "affirming" of ALL people is Friedens Peace? Why do you say this?
Grace and peace be yours, in Christ,
Pastor Bev
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Abraham and Sarah Feast & Festivities Needs You!
Volunteers needed for the July ASFF event
Sunday, July 18th Noon to 1:30 pm.
Volunteers arrive at 11:00 am for set up
Volunteers to help Seniors with lawn games
Volunteers to decorate sidewalks with summer themed chalk art
Volunteers to help pack brown bag lunch for guests to take home
Do you have lawn games and/or hula hoops?
Can we borrow them for the day?
Contact Julie Loika if you can volunteer.
JLL8084@outlook.com
or
636-399-5742

Notes from the Reopening Task Force
As you know, the church is open for all who wish to meet in-person. We ask all adults who are not vaccinated to continue to wear a mask while in the building. Social distancing is still recommended at this
point. Committees are allowed to meet at the church, if they desire.
As before, if you are sick, symptomatic and/or immunocompromised, please do not attend. If you enter
the building (other than for worship), sign the register. The Worship Coordinator will record all in attendance for each service. If anyone entering the building becomes COVID positive, please contact a
member of the Reopening Task Force or the church office. All in attendance with someone having a
positive COVID case will be notified.
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From the Worship Committee:

They have requested the opportunity to freshen
up the nursery. They will be cleaning out and orIn Person Worship will begin on July 11, at 10 a.m. ganizing the room. As a member of 4-H, Lily is doing this for her service project. We are very proud
with Pastor Kenney in the pulpit. We need all
Sunday Service Volunteer positions filled in order of Lily for thinking of us and believe it’s an excellent idea. She has submitted her ideas to Buildings
to make this work. Jill sent an email, asking for
volunteers. Please prayerfully consider serving in and Grounds Committee and we approved the ideas and expense.
one of these positions.
Beginning July 11, we will be streaming our wor- We know she will do a great job!
ship via Facebook Live. If you are unable to wor- Thank you Lily and Jamie!
ship in person, you can watch it Live or at a later
time, on our Facebook page. If you have any trou- From Council:
ble viewing, please let the office know.
Cleaning - We need volunteers to help with the
Worship in the Park will be Sunday, August 22 at church cleaning. It will be added to the Sunday
Service Volunteer list.
Broemmelsiek Park, Shelter 7 at 10 a.m.. The
theme for this year is “opening up and new life”.
Search Committee - Council is looking to the
Think caterpillars and butterflies.
Missouri Mid-South Conference for direction on
forming a search committee. Volunteers will be
We previously announced we would have a Potluck lunch, as in previous years. However, at this needed for this task.
time our friends from Emmaus can not participate
ONA - Pastor Bev appreciated that folks were willin Potlucks. So, when it gets closer to the event,
ing to speak their minds on this topic. She feels it
we will let you know if it will be Potluck or each
would be best to get our position on this settled
family brings their own food and supplies.
before calling a settled Pastor. Some feel that we
Recorded worship will be posted to our YouTube already are open but have not adopted the label.
However, the affirming aspect has more work to
channel. If you go to our YouTube channel, and
be done.
subscribe to it, it will allow you to be notified
when we upload new videos. You can “share” our
Pastoral Care
videos to your social media accounts, which will
help boost our visibility on the internet.
Pastor Andrea Asselmeier has graciously offered
This is an opportunity to live our Vision Stateto provide or facilitate any pastoral care that is
ment: “Growing together our faith, our families,
needed while Pastor Bev is on maternity leave.
and our communities. Here I am Lord.”
You can contact the church office or a council
member should you need to get in touch with
Pastor Andrea.
From Building and Grounds:
In the last newsletter, and several Eblast we asked
for suggestions to use the balance of the Schulz
fund. Jamie and Lily Paige stepped up with the
suggestion of updating the nursery.

Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities. Here we are Lord!

Issue: July 2021
Pg 5
July Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
18

ASFF Event

Noon

19

Trust Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

20

Council Meeting

7:00 p.m.

Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

4

Carl and Ida Gerdiman

4

Julie Loika

5

Wade and Helen (Proctor) Tu

6

Dave Volle

9

Ida Gerdiman

11

Terry Easley

17

Makenzie Repp

18

Marissa Benne

19

Alex Buehner

22

Helen Proctor-Tu

24

Mike Loyd

27

Joseph Paige

31

Annie Overstreet

31

Savannah Benne

Lord, lift us up for Your blessings.
We pray that you will anoint us with
strength, healing and self care today,
tomorrow, and always. We pray that
You will grace us with patience and
wisdom and that You will encourage
us throughout the days and months
ahead, to take the correct steps to
walk proudly, and behave well.
We pray all of these things in Your
name. Amen.
God in your grace, hear our prayers!
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Note from Pastor Bev:
I would like to invite each of you to join me in a spiritual practice of writing out one verse of Scripture
each day. It helps to have a dedicated notebook or journal for this, but you could certainly do whatever
works best for you. This practice provides a way of spending just a few minutes each day intentionally
meditating on God’s Word. We will include a new set of verses every month.
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The mission of Friedens Peace United Church
of Christ is to help families grow together in
Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through
the study of the Gospel and fellowship that
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