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Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities. Here we are Lord!

Brush away old heartaches.
Learn from our mistakes.
Another year is finally over.
A new dawn awakes.
Let the old year out.
Welcome the new one in.
Bury the bad things of the past
As a new year now begins.
Make your New Year wishes
As simple as you can.
Pray for peace and love,
Not for wealth or fame.
Pray for health and happiness.
Pray for your fellow man.
Pray for all the ones you love.
Pray for those who've lost their way.
As the midnight hour chimes,
We leave the old and embrace the new.
I wish the things you wish for yourself,
And may God’s love stay with you.
© JOHN P. READ
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Outreach Committee
Christmas Generosity Exceeds Expectations
Thanks to everyone who participated in the various Outreach drives during December. We don’t have
final tallies on all of them, but your generosity was much appreciated.
Teddy Bears for Trevor
It wasn’t easy to collect these bears with all of the COVID closures, but we provided eight new bears
for the drive. The Joerling family added these to the community donations and delivered all to the
kids at St. Louis Children’s Hospital in time for Christmas.
Meals for Adopted Families
We partnered with the counselor at Daniel Boone Elementary and provided turkey dinners to four
local families. The boxes provided exceeded expectations and they are so grateful for all the effort
involved.

Christmas Fund Special Offering
This special offering helps provide extra support for retired clergy and staff. It also lets them know
that they haven’t been forgotten by the people they served so diligently. Final totals aren’t available
yet.
ECH (Every Child’s Hope)
In a traditional year, our sanctuary would have been overflowing with gifts our youth would have
taken to the kids at ECH. Unfortunately, 2020 was far from a traditional year. On Christmas Eve we
dedicated our cash offerings to the work of ECH and the families they serve. Final totals aren’t available yet.
“Souper” Bowl Sunday
Outreach is “COVID” rethinking how to continue the tradition of “Souper” Bowl Sunday. After much
thought we have decided the food pantry needs will be greater than ever, so let’s try something different.
We will be hosting a “drive-thru” drop-off service in the parking lot on Super Bowl Sunday, 2/7 from
noon until 1:00 p.m. We will also be advertising in the community. Please share the information with
your neighbors. You can also drop your donations off at the church, if you would like. There is a box
right inside the doors of fellowship hall. You can put them in there, without even coming into the building. If you would like to make a financial donation to this cause you can do so by sending a check to the
church, marked “Souper” Bowl donation. You can also make a donation via our website, just make sure
you mark it by using the “Souper” Bowl button. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any
of the members of the Outreach Team.
Thank you from your Outreach Team!
Julie Loika, Chris Volle, Dave Volle, and Kim Robertson
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Worship Committee
Do you want input into our services? Should we stay virtual?
Should we return to the Sanctuary with masks and social distancing? Who should be asked
back as Supply Pastor until an
Interim Pastor is hired?
These are decisions made by the
Worship Committee and we can
use you help!

The Worship Committee meets
via Zoom on the first Tuesday of
even months (Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug,
Oct, Dec) at 7:00 p.m. Please
prayfully consider joining us.
Worship will continue to be
online for the month of January
with Pastor Andrea leading the
worship for the month. The first
Sunday of January, 1/3, Pastor
Andrea will be offering virtual
communion.
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Worship will be on both our
Facebook Page and our Website
by 9:55 a.m. each Sunday.
Your Worship Committee
Marny Koch, Helen Proctor-Tu,
Donna Curdt, and Elise DeFord

Fundraising & Fellowship

Interim Pastor Search

Building & Grounds

The Council decided to postpone
the February Chicken Dinner
until further notice. Watch for
details of a date later in the year.

The Search Committee had four
candidates present. After review,
consideration and a Zoom meeting, an offer was extended to
Pastor Joshua Pittman.

If you have been to church, you
may have noticed that a lot of
plants in the parking lot area got
cut back and cleaned up. Because
of a generous gift for the landscaping we have hired a landscaping company to maintain our
new plants. They will come twice
a year to spray and maintain.

Thank you to all that came up to
church and helped make cinnamon rolls. This year we had the
most orders EVER! We made
over $1,000 profit on the event.
Your Fundraising & Fellowship
Committee

Unfortunately he accepted a
position at St. Luke’s in Imperial.
We continue to review candidates.
Your Interim Pastor Search
Committee

Donna Curdt, Tina Benne, Richele Scott Schwimley, Helen ProctorThwing, Alice Benne, Jackie
Tu and Elise DeFord
Speckert and Julie Schwimley

We continue to look at options to
finish the last section of planting
located by the steps at the side
entrance. Hopefully, we will be
able to do it this spring.
Your Building & Grounds
Committee
Karen Watson and Charlene Loyd

Council Update
Council will be installing the 2021 members, during the January 24 worship service and conducting a
congregational meeting this day also. At the time of this newsletter, they are not sure how they are going to do these, but will let you know when a decision is made.
The Council Members for 2021 are: Mike Loyd, President; Linda Lenz, Vice President; Kent Robertson,
Secretary and Helen Proctor-Tu, Treasurer; Scott Schwimley and Tina Benne.
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Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
18

Trust Meeting

7:00 p.m.

19

Council Meeting

6:30 p.m.

21

Heritage Cluster Meeting

7:00 p.m.

24

Council Installation

10:00 a.m.

24

Congregational Meeting via Zoom

11:00 a.m.

31

“Souper” Bowl Collection
Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

Father God, we pray for all those who are
sick, depressed, lonely and isolated. We
ask that you would restore their health,
both physically and mentally, soother their
pain and ease their worry. Let them feel
your peace and comfort. Amen
God in your grace, hear our prayers!

2

Greg Repp

2

Todd Overstreet

3

Dora Smart

8

Will Thwing

10

Tina Benne

11

Maci Paige

15

Karli Schwimley

17

Cole Muschany

25

Tami Repp

Pastoral Care Coverage

For the month of January, Rev. Michael Kasevich of St. Paul UCC in Old Monroe has graciously agreed to
assisting with pastoral care coverage for Friedens Peace. Since COVID, there are no visits, however if a
visit or funeral is needed and acceptable with the family and or facility, he has gladly offered to cover
them.
Jamie Paige is available by phone, text or email to help coordinate pastoral coverage, if needed. Feel free
to contact her at Jamie.Paige@yahoo.com or 314-541-8224.
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ
www.friedens-peaceucc.org
Phone: 636-828-5980
3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28
New Melle, MO 63365
Email: friedenspeace@gmail.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FriedensPeace-United-Church-of-Christ-122879711068097/
www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc
www.twitter.com/UccPeace

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement
The mission of Friedens Peace United Church
of Christ is to help families grow together in
Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through
the study of the Gospel and fellowship that
demonstrates the way of Christ locally and
worldwide.

Friedens Peace United Church of Christ
3560 Mill Street/PO Box 28
New Melle, MO 63365
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We’re on the Web
www.friedens-peaceucc.org

