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Apple Butter Count
33 Quarts - $12.00
100 Pints - $9.00
74 Half Pints - $6.00

Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities. Here we are Lord!

Issue: Oct 2021
Pg 2

Dear Members and Friends,
Beloved, grace and peace to you in Jesus’ name.
It’s no secret, autumn is my favorite season. Something inside me loves being reminded of the comfort of
warmth in that way that can only happen once you have been outside walking in the cold. I can truly enjoy the
slight sting of wind and discomfort of coldness around me during the fall, because I know that when the time
comes, I will be inside getting warm with a hot drink and, in those most privileged of times, a good friend. This
season, as we take those brisk autumn walks or even just gaze out our windows at God’s creation, we get to experience nature’s brilliant celebration of color and its preparation for a period of rest, orchestrated only by its
Creator. It is a resounding grand finale after the softness of spring and the long green marathon of summer.
And yet, part of the amazement and preciousness of this season is that we know that in the midst of all this
beauty and robust change, so many of these most beautiful parts of creation are about to die. So many things
that are now turbulently alive are also living out their final stages of life; and as winter hits, they will cease to be.
It is a strange and awesome pattern to life: that so much of the beauty and brilliance we have to offer the world,
comes right at our very last.
Every year at this time, as I look forward to All Saints Day on November 1st, I reflect back on the many people
who have gone before me into death, the death beds and funerals over which I have presided, and the many lessons I have learned in those times. I am reminded of the many people whom I have had the great privilege of
visiting, over the past few years, who have been in their final stages of life. Some have been younger than myself, and others well-aged…. and I can honestly say that to be able to enter into a person’s life and experience our
sisters and brothers at this stage is something truly transcendent, a unique gift that I hope we can all have the
privilege of experiencing, for death is a necessary part of life. And while death on earth, especially when it is
sudden or when it is a young person, can seem absolutely unfair and can be extremely painful and sad - as people of faith, we also know that it is part of the pattern of all life that ultimately ends with hope, and not despair.
Many times, as God’s children age and prepare to die, they look back upon their memories with a sense of profound insight and wisdom. This is one of the great gifts of our elders. Two hospice nurses reflected about this in
a book of memoirs called, "Final Gifts: Understanding the Special Awareness, Needs, and Communications of the
Dying," (Simon & Schuster, 2012). I recommend it as a very good read, especially in this autumn season. The
authors believe, as I do, that witnessing the memories, stories, wisdom, and very presence of those who are in
the process of entering into the final moments of life’s journey on earth, is a gift unlike any other; and it is worth
celebrating and even seeking out. I never would have realized what a gift it is to sit at the feet of those who are
elderly, or dying, and to be with them…but what a gift it truly is. The yellows of the aspens and even the fiery
oranges and reds of the oaks in mid-October are no match for these final gifts that our fellow travelers may offer
at the end of their earthy journeys.
What a privilege to bear witness to someone’s final recollection of their life story; to hear how God has been present in their lives; to occasionally hear a final confession and be able to remind someone of how valuable and
loved they are; and to experience the multitude of genuine, raw human emotions that someone experiences
when they know that today could well be their last. I will never forget the genuine smile on a young man named
Donny’s face as he looked at me and hugged me for the final time prior to entering into a surgery that he knew
he had very little chance of coming out of, and seeing the true hope and faith in his eyes. He passed away later
that day, but his courage and faith was like the brilliance of autumn, just before everything goes to sleep. A smile
that could only come from God…a genuine hope that will live in my mind and heart forever.
Cont. on next page
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Those of us who are as in love with autumn as I am, who are suckers for pumpkins and crisp leaves and mulled
wine and warm fires, know that when this season departs, we miss it and we even feel a sense of loss. But we
also know that it will come again. The faithfulness of God is a gift beyond words. That we never have to worry
about whether nature will take its intended course; that we can fully depend on the rhythm of God’s creation to
sustain our souls in balance even when everything else in our lives feels topsy-turvy. When media stories and
political decisions leave us wondering and sometimes worrying about what lies in our future; when people both
within and outside our country’s borders live in anxiety and fear because of hatred, lack of action-taking love,
and even terror; when pandemics strike close to home; or when loneliness and isolation tries to take hold of us
or we just feel lost; the comfort of God’s faithfulness is always here.
We know that as soon as life begins, God loves us and cares for us through everything. And in the end, there is
rest. There is hope. God is faithful. And the final colors God creates in the movement of God’s creation hold
within them the absolute promise of new life to come.
In Christ,
Pastor Beverly Struckmann

Outreach Committee
15th Annual Heritage Cluster Faith in Action
October 2021
The 2021 FIA campaign will be a hybrid mix of individual and group project opportunities. Sign-Up
sheets are in the Narthex.
Individual Projects – Assemble Missouri Food Packs & Church World Service Hygiene Kits
Missouri Family Food Boxes (Goal = Over 100)
Pick up a box from the Narthex. Fill, label & return by 10/3/21
-3 pkgs macaroni & cheese
-3 different cans of vegetables
-3 different cans of fruit
-1 jar peanut butter
-1 can pasta sauce
-1-pound pasta
-3 cans tuna
-3 cans chicken
Tape & label the box (all four sides & top) “Missouri Family Food Box”
Church World Service Hygiene Kits (Goal = Over 150)
Place completed kits in the FIA box in the Narthex by 10/3/21
-1 washcloth
-1 toothbrush (in original package)
-1 bar of soap (bath size in package)
-10 standard size Band-Aids
-1 wide-tooth comb (remove packaging) -1 nail clippers (remove packaging)
- 1 hand towel 15x28 to 16x32 (No fingertip, bath, or microfiber towels)
Place all items in a 1-gallon plastic bag with zipper closure, remove excess air from bag and seal.
Questions:
Contact Julie Loika at Cell: 636-399-5742 or Email: JLL8084@outlook.com
Thank you for participating!

Cont. on next page
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Outreach cont.

Neighbors In Need Special Offering October 3rd - 31st
In 2021, Neighbors in Need “Unfailing Love” offering is focused on supporting organizations and projects that are serving homeless and immigrant neighbors or communities. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the
UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to provide funding grants to UCC churches and organizations leading justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects in their communities.
Homelessness isn't just an urban issue. Our local news quite often features stories of the homeless issues in St. Louis City, but there are many families in St. Charles County who experience homelessness
as well. Our Heritage Cluster has staffed warming shelters in Wentzville during the winter as one example of the services needed. Your support of the Neighbors in Need special mission offering will help
provide further care for these vulnerable families. Please mark your donations for "NIN" and drop
throughout the month of October. You can also donate via our website.

Fundraising and Fellowship
It’s Cinnamon Roll making time! Ordering
deadline will be 11/7, production will begin
on 11/9 thru 11/11/21 for pickup on 11/21.
More details will be forthcoming.
Please mark your calendars with these dates.
You will be receiving a flyer to share with your
family and friends who may wish to order!

Reopening Task Force
A meeting is scheduled for 9/29 to review and discuss our current COVID-19 practices. Watch your
weekly Eblast for any changes they may recommend.
Please contact one of the committee members (Linda
Lenz, Scott Schwimley, Marny Koch) with any questions or concerns.

All Saints Day - November 7
There is a binder on the table in the narthex labeled, “All Saints Day.” During
the month of October, you are invited to legibly print the name of anyone who
has passed away at any time, whose name you would like me to read aloud
during the Nov. 7th worship service. If you are not able to be at Friedens inperson this month, please let Pastor Bev, Jill, or another member know if you
would like us to enter a name for you.
During our All Saints service on Nov. 7th, there will be table(s) at the front of
the sanctuary where we will display mementos of those who have gone before us. For example, if your loved one enjoyed a particular sport or team,
bring a jersey or a football. If they loved music, bring a record album or an
instrument. Bring a fishing pole, a recipe book, or a farm implement. You
may leave these items on Pastor Bev's desk any time before then. Mementos
need to be in Pastor's office by Saturday, Nov. 6th if you want them displayed.
You may retrieve items following worship.

Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities. Here we are Lord!

Issue: Oct 2021
Oct Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
5

Worship Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

11

4-H Club

6:00 p.m.

18

Trust Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

19

Council Meeting

7:00 p.m.

27

Outreach Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

10

George and Linda Lenz

24

Kent and Kim Robertson

Our Daily Prayer
Dear God, we come to you today, to give our needs to
you. We need your healing and your grace. We need
hope restored. Forgive us for trying to fix our situations
all on our own. Forgive us for running in all different
directions and spinning our wheels to find help, when
true help and healing is found in You. Forgive us for
forgetting how much we need you, above everyone and
everything else. We ask for your healing and grace to
cover every broken place. Every wound. Every heartache. Thank you that you do far more than we could
every image. We love you and need you. Amen
God in your Grace, hear our prayer!

1

Kristen Eck

1

George Lenz

7

Landon Benne

9

Nancy Overstreet

10

Chris Paige
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Daily
Til 11/28

Free Corn Maze
Broemmelsiek Park

7 a.m. until 30
minutes past sunset

10/1

New Melle Baking Company
Ribbon Cutting & Celebration!

4 p.m.

10/15

Trunk or Treat
Daniel Boone Parking Lot

5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

10/17

Oktoberfest
St. Paul Lutheran Church

Noon - 6 p.m.

10/22

Blood Drive
Daniel Boone Elementary Cafeteria

4 p.m. - 7 p.m.

10/28

Blondin Annual Pumpkin Glow
Next to Nicole Parc subdivision

5 p.m.

Saturday

New Melle Country Market
Supports Local entrepreneurs
Open every Saturday until 10/30/21

8 a.m. - Noon

Supporting
Local Businesses

Congratulations!!!
Lily Paige displaying her Blue Ribbon she
won for her redesign of our nursery and her
written project plan. We are so proud of
her! Way to go Lily!
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Food For Thought
The following is from the UCC’s Still Speaking Daily Devotional that was posted on July 30 of this year.
The writer, Jennifer Brownell is a pastor of Vancouver United Church of Christ.
July 30, 2021
The Bible’s Church Growth Plan
Jennifer Brownell
Meanwhile the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and was built up. Living in the
fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers. – Acts 9:31 (NRSV)
You probably don’t ever have these conversations where you are (cough, cough), but the church people
I hang out with spend a fair amount of time thinking, reading, and talking about plans or programs designed to get the church to grow. Screens or no screens. Small groups or leadership training. One kind
of music or another kind. And whatever the attractive program or plan is, it must lure the elusive
“young family,” seldom seen in the wild and not easily captured.
What if church growth, though, was less about a plan or a program and more about an orientation, an
attitude, a way of being?

What if the most attractive feature of your church to young families (and old singles and all the configurations of humanity in between) was that you had the kind of true peace that confronted conflict in a
healthy, unafraid way?
What if the most appealing growth plan was a commitment to faith so unabashedly reverent that it
looked something like awe?
What if the best church growth program of all was a community of people giving and receiving the kind
of comfort that can only be inspired by the Holy Spirit?
I mean, I don’t know if it would work. But if your church is anything like mine, you’ve tried everything
else. Maybe the plan we’ve been seeking has been with us all along, hidden in plain sight right here in
the thirty-first verse of the ninth book of Acts.
Prayer
Holy Spirit, give us comfort. Christ, grant us awe. Creator God, bring us peace. Amen.
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ
www.friedens-peaceucc.org
Phone: 636-828-5980
3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28
New Melle, MO 63365
Email: friedenspeace@gmail.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FriedensPeace-United-Church-of-Christ-122879711068097/
www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc
www.twitter.com/UccPeace

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement
The mission of Friedens Peace United Church
of Christ is to help families grow together in
Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through
the study of the Gospel and fellowship that
demonstrates the way of Christ locally and
worldwide.

Pastor: Rev. Beverly Struckmann
Cell: 605-520-6776
Email: friedenspastor@centurytel.net

Friedens Peace United Church of Christ
3560 Mill Street/PO Box 28
New Melle, MO 63365

«Salutaion» «FirstName» «LastName»
«Address»
«City», «State» «ZipCode»

We’re on the Web
www.friedens-peaceucc.org

