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Dearest Friends,
Let’s take a moment to think about the future. Both the future of our congregation at Friedens Peace,
but also the future of the whole Church—the whole body of Christ.
What does the future Church look like? How do you imagine it?
If you could make the future Church look any way you wanted, what would you envision?
What does Sunday morning or Wednesday evening look like in 20 years, and in 50 years, when our
children and grandchildren are raising grandchildren of their own?
It is an exciting thing to think of. Maybe it is also a scary thing, in some ways. We never know what
the future holds, do we? But in Christ, we have every reason to hope, even though we cannot see exactly what the future Church will be like.
Thank God, that earlier generations held onto this same hope, even though they could not have possibly envisioned what the Church would look like today. They planted seeds of faith for future generations, which we are enjoying today.
Martin Luther famously said, “If the world were going to end tomorrow, I would plant an apple tree
today.”
Sometimes, I feel like we, as humans, even Christian humans, live out of a defeated attitude, especially when it comes to the future of the Church. When we look around and don’t see what we would like
to see, we feel a little hopeless and defeated. And so, we make decisions based on our feelings of defeat. (At least, I know I do that, sometimes! Do you?)
“If the world were going to end tomorrow, I would plant an apple tree today.” What does that quote
mean to you, for the future of our congregation and of the Church in general?
Where is God calling us to plant apple trees, to nourish and shade future generations, even though
we cannot see the future?
There is hope, my friends. We can make the choice to live and operate out of that hope. It is exciting
stuff, when we choose to see it that way! What decisions can we make, and what actions can we take,
to “plant an apple tree” for those who will be here long after we are gone, whatever the church may
look like at that time?
Something for us to think and pray about this month, as we head into the fall and enjoy the harvest of
what was sown. God’s blessings and peace be with you.
Pastor Bev
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15th Annual Heritage Cluster Faith in Action
September & October 2021
16 years ago, a team of volunteers from the Heritage Cluster made their way to New Orleans to help
with the recovery from hurricane Katrina. The inspirational stories from that group fed our desire to
help others and Faith in Action was born one year later. This FIA weekend of service was dedicated to
helping, not only our local communities, but those in need across the globe. It provides a way to
expand opportunities for those who can’t commit to extended work trips.
Now 15 years later, the news once again focuses on a hurricane in the New Orleans area, hurricane Ida.
As we take a moment to reflect on all we’ve accomplished through FIA, we’re reminded that our service
is always needed.
The 2021 FIA campaign will be a hybrid mix of individual and group project opportunities. Sign-Up
sheets are in the Narthex.
Individual Projects – Assemble Missouri Food Packs & Church World Service Hygiene Kits
Missouri Family Food Boxes (Goal = Over 100)
In 2020: 4,918 were requested & 1,531 requests filled
Pick up a box from the Narthex. Fill, label & return by 10/3/21
-3 pkgs macaroni & cheese
-3 different cans of fruit
-1 can pasta sauce
-3 cans tuna

-3 different cans of vegetables
-1 jar peanut butter
-1-pound pasta
-3 cans chicken

Tape & label the box (all four sides & top) “Missouri Family Food Box”
Church World Service Hygiene Kits (Goal = Over 150)
Place completed kits in the FIA box in the Narthex by 10/3/21
-1 washcloth
-1 toothbrush (in original package)
-1 bar of soap (bath size in package)
-10 standard size Band-Aids
-1 wide-tooth comb (remove packaging) -1 nail clippers (remove packaging)
-1 hand towel 15x28 to 16x32 (No fingertip, bath, or microfiber towels)
Place all items in a 1-gallon plastic bag with zipper closure, remove excess air from bag and seal.
Help transport Heritage Cluster Kits, Saturday, October 9th
Deliver to: LifeWise STL located at 1321 South 11th Street, St. Louis MO 63104.
Drop off from 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Help Anywhere & Anytime – Faith in Action Prayer Team
Everyone please pray for those doing the work as well as those receiving the gifts.
Continued on Page 4
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Saturday, October 2nd – 9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Helping Hands for Bethel Hills (10450 Voelkerding Road, Dutzow MO)
Spend the morning doing odd jobs to help this new community serving individuals with & without developmental disabilities. Details to follow but may include yard work, mulching, painting, cleaning, etc.
Sunday, October 3rd
Meals for Area Homebound
Volunteers for homebound deliveries will stay outside and visit for a few minutes when they drop off
the meal. Meet at Immanuel’s UCC, Holstein @ 2:00 pm to pick-up meals & route.
Questions:
Contact Julie Loika at Cell: 636-399-5742 or Email: JLL8084@outlook.com
Thank you for participating!

Fundraising and Fellowship
Does this photo remind you of fun and fellowship?
We hope you said YES!. We are going to do it again!
On, Friday, September 10 at about 3 p.m. we will begin
peeling apples. If you can’t make it at 3, come down whenever you can. Then on Saturday, September 11 at 7 a.m.
we will begin cooking all those apples to make our famous
Apple Butter! Again, any time you can stop by a stir for a
bit, or help can would be appreciated! All inside work will be done in the church basement, not the Fry
Shack, due to Social Distancing. It is recommended that mask be worn, especially if you are NOT
vaccinated.
We need lots of people to help. It takes a lot of hands to make apple butter.
Peeling, cutting, cooking, and canning!
If you have any 1/2 pint or pint canning jars and/or rings, that you don’t need, we will take them off
your hands! Please drop them off at church, as soon as possible, so we know how many we will need to
purchase for this year’s production.
The Reopening Task Force met to discuss the current situation and review our current guidelines.
The decision was made to continue with the current guidelines which include:
• Mask are encouraged for adults and children age 12 and above who are not vaccinated.
• Social distancing is still recommended.
• If you have been exposed, not feeling well or have any symptoms, it is recommended that you attend the virtual service.
• If you are entering the building outside of Sunday service, please sign the register and use the provided hand sanitizer.
• A Worship Coordinator will record attendance during Sunday service.
• If you do test positive and have attended church or entered the building in the last 10 days, we do
ask that you contact the church secretary, Jill Climer or one of the committee members.
• We will continue to monitor the current situation and provide additional updates as needed.
Please contact one of the committee members (Linda Lenz, Scott Schwimley, Marny Koch) with any
questions or concerns.
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Sep Events / Meetings at Friedens Peace
1

Outreach Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m.

21

Council Meeting

7:00 p.m.

Link our Online Calendar @
https://www.friedens-peaceucc.org/events-calendar

18

Steven and Karen Watson

25

Dave and Chris Volle

Our Daily Prayer
Almighty God,
Thank you for all of the ways you are working in our
lives, even through the hard things. Please forgive us
for doubting and losing faith at times, and help us to
seek your strength, wisdom, and words. Grant to each
one of us your children an awareness of your presence,
and give us perfect confidence in you. We trust in your
wisdom and providence to give us health and strength
and peace when your time is best; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
God in your Grace, hear our prayer!

1

Ron Chandler

5

Ronae Muschany

8

Karen Watson

8

Kathy Sickler

11

Kim Chandler

12

Linda Lenz

21

Gwen Tolson

25

Dot Clover
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Events In and Around Town
09/19

St. Paul’s UCC, Marthasville
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Annual Chicken Dinner and Country Store

9/24-26

St. Charles Oktoberfest
Frontier Park

9/25

Fall Into Fashion Show
Catala Facial Retreat & Boutique

1 p.m.

Saturday

New Melle Country Market
Supports Local entrepreneurs
Open every Saturday until 10/30/21

8 a.m. - Noon

Supporting Local Businesses

Growing together our faith, our families, and our communities. Here we are Lord!

Issue: Sep 2021
Pg 7

Fundraising and Fellowship
We need you!
Please add this to your calendar and
watch for emails regarding
signing up to work!!
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Friedens Peace United Church of Christ
www.friedens-peaceucc.org
Phone: 636-828-5980
3560 Mill Street / PO Box 28
New Melle, MO 63365
Email: friedenspeace@gmail.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FriedensPeace-United-Church-of-Christ-122879711068097/
www.instragm.com/friedenspeaceucc
www.twitter.com/UccPeace

Friedens Peace UCC Mission Statement
The mission of Friedens Peace United Church
of Christ is to help families grow together in
Faith, Spirit, Love, and Community through
the study of the Gospel and fellowship that
demonstrates the way of Christ locally and
worldwide.

Pastor: Rev. Beverly Struckmann
Cell: 605-520-6776
Email: friedenspastor@centurytel.net

Friedens Peace United Church of Christ
3560 Mill Street/PO Box 28
New Melle, MO 63365

«Salutaion» «FirstName» «LastName»
«Address»
«City», «State» «ZipCode»

We’re on the Web
www.friedens-peaceucc.org

